Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2015 


https://archive.org/details/womansworkforwom118woma 


Vol.  XI.  AUGUST,  1881.  No.  8. 

^outfj  'America, 

BRAZILIAN  W031EN. 

The  life  of  the  Indian  woman,  so  far  as  we  have  seen  it,  seems 
enviable  in  comparison  with  that  of  the  Brazilian  lady  in  the 
Amazonian  towns.  The  former  has  a  healthful  out-of-door  life. 
She  has  her  canoe  on  the  lake  or  river  and  her  paths  through  the 
forest,  with  perfect  liberty  to  come  and  go ;  she  has  her  appointed 
daily  occupations,  being  busy  not  only  with  the  care  of  her  house 
and' children,  but  in  making  farinha  or  tapioca  or  in  drying  and 
rolling  tobacco,  while  the  men  are  fi.^hing  and  turtle-hunting;  and 
she  has  her  frequent  festa-days  to  enliven  her  working  life.  It  is, 
01!  the  contrary,  impossible  to  imagine  anything  more  dreary  and 
monotonous  than  the  life  of  the  Brazilian  scnJiora  in  the  smaller 
towns.  In  the  northern  provinces  especially  the  old  Portuguese 
notions  about  shutting  women  up  and  making  their  home  life  as 
colorless  as  that  of  a  cloistered  nun,  without  even  the  element  of 
religious  enthusiasm  to  give  it  zest,  still  prevail.  Many  a  Brazilian 
lady  passes  day  after  day  without  stirring  beyond  her  four  walls, 
scarcely  ever  showing  herself  at  the  door  or  window,  for  she  is 
always  in  a  slovenly  deshuiille^  unless  she  expects  company.  It  is 
sad  to  see  these  stilled  existences.  Without  any  contact  with  the 
world  outside,  witli4iut  any  charm  of  domestic  life,  without  books 
or  culture  of  any  kind,  the  Brazilian  scnhora  in  this  part  of  the 
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conntry  either  sinks  contentedly  into  a  vapid,  empty,  aimless  life 
or  frets  ap^ainst  her  chains,  and  is  as  discontented  as  she  is  useless. 

The  education  of  women  is  little  regrarded  in  Brazil,  and  the 
standard  of  instraction  for  girls  in  the  public  schools  is  low.  Even 
in  the  private  schools,  where  the  children  of  the  better  class  are 
sent,  it  is  the  complaint  of  all  teachers  thnt  they  are  taken  away 
from  school  just  at  the  time  when  their  minds  begiti  to  develop. 
Tlie  nuijorlty  of  f:,u-\s  in  Brazil  who  go  to  school  at  all  are  sent  at 
about  seven  or  eight  years  of  age,  and  arc  considered  to  have  fin- 
ished their  education  at  thirteen  or  fourteen.  The  next  step  in 
their  life  is  marriage.  Of  course  there  are  exceptions.  Some 
parents  wisely  leave  their  children  at  school,  or  direct  their  in- 
struction at  home,  till  they  are  seventeen  or  eighteen  years  of  age, 
and  others  send  their  girls  abroad^  but  usually,  with  the  exception 
of  one  or  two  accomplishments,  such  ns  French  or  music,  the  ed- 
ucation of  women  is  neglected,  and  this  neglect  affects  the  whole 
tone  of  society.  It  does  not  change  the  general  truth  of  this 
statement  that  there  are  Brazilian  ladies  who  would  be  recognized 
in  the  best  society  as  women  of  the  highest  intelligjence  and  culture; 
but  they  are  the  exceptions,  as  they  inevitably  must  be  under  the 
present  system  of  instruction,  and  they  feel  its  influence  upon  their 
social  position  only  the  more  bitterly. 

Indeed,  many  of  the  women  I  have  known  most  intimately  here 
have  spolien  to  me  with  deep  regret  of  their  limited,  imprisoned 
existence.  There  is  not  a  Brazilian  senhora  who  has  ever  thought 
about  the  subject  at  all  who  is  not  aware  that  her  life  is  one  of  re- 
pression and  constraint.  She  cannot  go  out  of  her  house,  except 
under  certain  conditions,  without  awakening  scandal.  Her  educa- 
tion leaves  her  wholly  ignorant  of  the  most  common  topics  of  a 
wider  interest,  though  perhaps  with  a  tolerable  knowledge  of 
French  and  music.  The  world  of  books  is  closed  to  her,  for  there 
is  little  Portuguese  literature  into  which  she  is  allowed  to  look,  and 
that  of  other  languages  is  still  less  at  her  command.  She  knows 
little  of  the  history  of  her  own  country,  almost  nothing  of  that  of 
others;  and  she  is  hardly  aware  that  there  is  any  religious  faith 
except  the  uniform  one  of  Brazil,  She  has  probably  never  heard 
of  the  Reformation,  nor  does  she  dream  that  there  is  a  sea  of 
thought  surging  in  the  world  outside. 

Their  amusements  are  as  mcagjo  and  scanty  as  their  means  of 
instruction.  Among  my  own  sex  I  have  never  seen  such  sad  lives 
as  became  known  to  me  there — lives  deprived  of  healthy,  invigor- 
ating happiness,  and  intolerably  monotonous — a  negative  suffering, 
having  its  source,  it  is  true,  in  the  absence  of  enjoyment  rather 
than  in  the  presence  of  positive  evils,  but  alUthe  more  to  be  de- 
plored because  so  stagnant  and  inactive. — A  Journey  in  Brazil, 
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THE  WORK  IN  BOGOTA, 

In  regard  to  our  work  here,  I  wouid  say  there  are  very  many 
encouraging  features.  Our  school  is  in  a  very  prosperous  condi- 
tion. At  present  we  have  sixty-seven  enrolled  in  the  two  depart- 
ments, and  we  have  the  prospect  of  a  few  others  coming  very  soon. 
Many  of  the  girls  are  studying  very  hard  and  making  r.ipid  prog- 
ress ;  and  we  sincerely  hope  that  they  may  all  not  only  obtain  a 
secular  education,  but  especially  that  they  may  receive  such  im- 
pressions and  teachings  that,  by  Orod's  blessing,  may  lead  them  to 
put  their  trust  in  Christ,  nnd  that  they  may  go  from  us  fitted  to 
labor  for  the  Master.  The  attendance  at  the  regular  Sabbath 
services  is  very  good,  and  there  is  considerable  interest  manifested. 
To  have  a  goodly  number  attend  each  Sabbath,  Mr.  Caldwell 
superintends  the  school  and  teaches  a  class  of  young  men.  Miss 
McFarrcn  the  married  ladies,  3Iiss  Ramsay  the  children,  and  I 
the  young  ladies.  Mr.  AVilson,  who  at  one  time  was  secretary  of 
state,  and  is  at  present  supreme  judge,  interprets  for  Mr.  C.  at 
Sabbath-school.  We  think  it  is  very  encouraging  that  a  man  of 
his  position  should  take  this  stand  in  the  Protestant  church,  for 
Protestantism  is  not  popular  here  by  any  means. 

Some  of  the  young  men  of  ]Mr.  Caldwell's  class  have  good  voices, 
and  are  now  assisting  in  the  singing.  They  seem  to  be  very  much 
interested,  and  come  to  the  mission  two  or  three  times  each  week 
to  practice.  We  now  have  a  good  tenor  voice,  several  bass  voices, 
three  altos,  and,  with  Miss  liamsay's  fine  soprano  voice,  we  have 
some  very  good  singing,  which,  no  doubt,  is  a  very  great  attraction 
to  our  church.  One  of  the  young  men  connected  with  the  choir 
came  the  other  day  and  bought  a  Bible.  We  hope  and  pray  that 
God,  by  His  Spirit,  will  touch  the  hearts  of  these  young  men,  and 
bring  them  into  the  glorious  light  of  the  gospel.  Another  young 
man,  who  has  been  a  regular  attendant  at  our  services,  remarked 
to  a  friend  a  few  weeks  shice  that  he  could  live  no  longer  without 
some  religion,  and  that  he  now  only  desired  to  know  which  was 
the  better,  the  Protestant  or  Catholic  religion.  lie  does  not  speak 
English,  but  reads  it  very  well,  and  understands  almost  everything 
that  is  said  to  him  in  English.  He  also  understands  Mr.  Cald- 
well's sermons,  and  is  very  much  interested  in  them.  Almost 
every  Sabbath  some  one  follows  us  home  from  church,  wanting  to 
unite  with  our  church  or  to  talk  to  us  about  our  religion.  Many 
of  these,  it  is  true,  have  only  pecuniary  motives,  and  are  willing  to 
do  anything  for  money  ;  but  others,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  are 
sincere  in  their  desires  to  know  the  truth.  A  young  man  came  a 
few  Sabbaths  since  wanting  to  write  his  name  in  his  own  blood 
that  he  would  be  faithful  to  our  church  and  its  requirements  if  we 
would  only  help  him  financially.    Another  wanted  to  sell  himself 
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to  US  for  life.  Wc  talk  with  all  tliese  persons,  and  endeavor  to 
point  them  to  Christ.  Pray  for  ns,  dear  sisters,  that  we  may  be 
faithful,  and  that  the  Spirit  may  show  us  the  true  way  to  reach 
the  hearts  of  these  people.  Oh,  you  can  help  us  so  much  by  your 
prayers  I  This  is  what  the  missionary  cause  needs — the  earnest, 
united  prayers  of  God's  people.  Oh,  that  every  Christian  heart 
were  aroused  to  the  importance  and  necessity  of  this  great  work  I 

We  are  still  plodding  along  in  the  study  of  the  language,  and, 
although  it  seems  such  very  slow  work  to  us,  we  have  been  much 
encouraged  of  late  by  many  persons  telling  us  we  were  getting  on 
very  well.  Mr.  Caldwell  hopes  to  preach  his  first  Spanish  sermon 
next  Sabbath.  We  are  all  so  much  occupied  with  other  duties 
that  we  have  not  the  time  to  study  we  would  desire  to  have;  yet 
Nve  trust  the  Lord  is  even  now  blessing  our  feeble  efforts  to  the 
good  of  those  for  whom  we  labor.  The  two  members  received  into 
the  church  in  November  have  been  very  faithful.  The  elder  one 
brought  twenty  dollars  to  church  a  few  Sabbaths  since  as  a  thank- 
offering  to  the  Lord.  This  was  given  privately  and  modestly,  not 
being  known  by  any  one  except  the  four  members  of  the  mission  j 
so  we  feel  that  it  was  given  out  of  real  love  for  the  Master. 

Miss  Eamsay  has  organized  a  weekly  prayer-meeting  for  girls 
and  young  ladies  in  her  room,  which  is  quite  well  attended  by  the 
school-girls.  We  have  had  vacation  this  week,  and  Miss  McFar- 
ren,  Miss  Ramsay,  and  Miss  Bransby  have  spent  the  week  in  the 
country.  Ten  girls  remained  at  the  mission,  and  I  have  been  do- 
ing my  utmost  to  have  them  enjoy  the  vacation. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Caldwell. 


MISSIONARY  LADIES  IN  SOUTH  A3IEBICA. 

Kepresrnting  the  W.  F.  M.  S. 

Miss  Ella,  Kuhl, 
Mil's  M.  Dascoir.b, 
Mrs.  J.  B.  IIov>'cIl,  , 
Miss  P.      Thomas,  , 
Mrs.  J.  F.  Da  Gama, 
Mrs.  George  Landed,  . 
Miss  Kate  McFiirrcn, 
Mrs.  LI.  E.  Caldwell, 
Miss  II.  Ramsay, 

PtEPRcs::xTi:ca  Tiin  V,'.  P.  B.  M.  of  the  N.  Y/ 
Miss  Eva  Da  Gama,  ....    Piio  Claro,  Brazil. 
Miss  S.  A.  Dale,        .       .        .       .         "  " 


In  carrying  out  our  Master's  commission  we  may  sustain  a  tem- 
porary reverse  in  some  particular  branch  of  our  labor,  but  in  the 
great  work  of  missions  we  know  no  such  word  as  failure." 


.    Sao  Paulo,  BraziL 

U  (I 

a  u 

a  u 
.  Pdo  Claro,  " 
.    Ptio  Janeiro,  " 

.    Bogota,  United  States  of  Colombia. 
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FROM  0I1003IIAH.  ^ 

I  CAME  out  to  the  college  last  night  to  spend  the  night  at  Mrs. 
Shedd's  house.  On  April  8,  Mr.  Shedd  and  family,  with  Miss 
Van  Duzee,  started  for  Russia  to  spend  the  summer,  and  we  hope 
hoth  Mrs.  Shedd  and  Miss  Van  Duzee  will  return  to  us  in  the  fall, 
with  the  others,  quite  restored  to  health.  Miss  Carey  and  I  are 
occupying  two  of  Mrs.*  Shedd's  rooms,  when  we  are  able  to 
leave  the  school  to  stay  out  here.  The  air  in  the  city  is  very  bad, 
yet  not  as  bad  as  it  has  been.  I  think  we  all  feel  now  that  the  air 
at  the  college  is  quite  as  good  as  that  of  Seir,  if  not  better. 

We  hope  to  continue  our  school  till  the  1st  of  June.  Last  fall 
I  thought  it  best  to  superintend  the  school  more  and  teach  less ; 
but  I  have  taken  up  my  class  again,  for  I  find  that  I  can  superiu- 
tcnd  better  by  teaching  more  or  less.  I  rest  more  while  I  am  actu- 
ally teaching  than  I  would  if  I  had  not  regular  classes,  but  hold 
myself  subject  to  interruptions  of  various  kinds.  Our  work  requires 
such  a  large  space  that  if  we  do  not  constantly  prevent  it,  our 
whole  time  might  be  taken  by  almost  useless  requests,  and  in  listen- 
ing to  the  constantly-repeated  stories  of  wrongs  and  distress.  This 
has  been  increased  by  the  famine  and  general  distress  in  the  coun- 
try. But  our  utter  inability  to  help,  because  there  are  so  many, 
compels  us  to  turn  from  all.  Both  good  and  evil  have  come  from 
the  'famine,  and  we  are  at  a  great  loss  to  know  what  to  do ;  but  the 
work  is  progressing  in  the  churches  and  schools.  If  I  had  been 
told  what  difficulties  were  to  come  in  our  way,  I  should  have  said 
that  we  could  not  go  forward,  but  we  have  done  it,  and  are  stronger 
both  in  faith  and  in  works.  There  is  disturbance  more  or  less 
everywhere,  but  we  feel  very  safe.  I  am  very  anxious  that  all 
Christians  here  should  come  up  to  their  privileges,  that  God  may 
show  us  what  excellent  things  lie  will  do  for  us.  We  can  never 
forget  how  wonderfully  we  have  been  preserved  through  all  dan- 
gers, and  I  do  not  think  I  can  ever  again  doubt  God's  power  to  keep 
me,  whatever  the  circumstances  are,  if  I  am  in  the  line  of  duty. 

We  are  often  troubled  about  living  in  the  city,  where  there  is  so 
much  filth  (I  wonder  how  any  one  can  endure  it),  but  if  there  is 
no  other  way,  I  know  that  we  can  be  kept  through  it  all.  There 
hi!S  been  much  sickness  this  winter,  and  many  deaths ;  7000  sol- 
diers inside' the  city,  standing  water,  dead  animals  in  the  streets. 
In  the  graveyards  are  many  bodies  half-buried,  and  no  sewers  to 
carry  off  the  water ;  yet  I  am  quite  well,  and  it  is  possible  for 
our  Father  to  preserve  us  even  through  this.  The  soldiers  have 
just  gone  into  camp  outside  the  city.    Their  animals  are  turned 
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into  the  orchards  and  other  fields,  and  we  feel  that  there  can  bo 
little  left  for  the  inhabitants  after  a  few  months ;  but  we  always 
fare  so  much  better  than  we  feared,  that  we  can  only  wait  and  see 
what  the  end  will  bring  us.  The  soldiers  are  not  so  much  to  blame, 
but  the  government,'  because  it  does  not  furnish  supplies  for  them. 
We  are  hearing  frequent  reports  about  the  Koords  coming  again, 
and  sometimes  the  Turks  arc  to  help  them.  We  hope  that  liussia 
will  come ;  but  it  is  only  to  wait  and  trust.  Except  through  this 
experience,  I  never  should  have  felt  how  beautiful  it  is  to  know 
that  underneath  are  the  everlasting  arms.    Miss  Jennie  DEAr^^ 


FROM  MBS.  FERRIS, 

We  had  scarcely  become  settled  before  our  mission  meeting  was 
lield  here,  commencing  February  11,  and  all  of  our  mission  were 
present.  As  our  bungalow  is  small,  Col.  Parr,  the  Kolapoor  po- 
lice agent,  kindly  gave  us  the  use  of  his  bungalow  up  here,  for  the 
meeting,  as  well  as  of  the  tower,  to  which  it  is  connected,  and 
which  is  used  for  bed-rooms  and  dining-room.  This  tower  is  said 
to  have  been  built  by  some  old  Mussulman  or  Hindu  king,  two  or 
three  hundred  years  ago,  and  when  the  English  finally  took  the 
fort,  in  1844,  the  tower  was  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  police 
agent  during  the  hot  season.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G-raham,  with  their 
children,  staid  with  us,  while  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gohecn  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Tedford  were  at  the  other  bungalow,  coming  to  us — a  two- 
minutes  walk — for  their  meals.  We  all  enjoyed  the  reunion  very 
much,  being  strengthened,  refreshed,  and  drawn  into  a  closer  bond 
qf  sympathy.  The  gentlemen  used  the  tower  for  meetings,  many 
of  which  we  all  attended ;  sometimes  while  we  were  engaged  in  a 
service  in  English,  our  Christians  were  up  above,  holding  another 
Bervice  in  Marathi.  I  suppose  persons  staying  over  there  have 
•sung  Christian  songs  in  the  tower,  but  I  do  not  believe  it  ever  rung 
so  with  our  dear  hymns,  or  ever  heard  such  worship  before.  I 
wonder  what  its  old  masters  would  think,  could  they  have  seen  and 
heard  all  that  took  place  there  in  those  short  two  weeks. 

One  Sunday  we  had  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  my  husband  had 
Ihe  privilege  of  baptizing  and  admitting  to  the  church  a  young  man 
of  about  twenty,  a  maliar.  He  had  attended  a  Church-of-England 
school,  up  in  Kurrachee,  for  a  number  of  years,  reaching  the  sev- 
enth grade,  and  learning  to  speak  English  very  correctly.  There 
he  first  learned  of  Christ.  Since  returning  home  he  had  become 
convinced  of  the  truth  of  Christianity,  and,  desirous  of  openly  pro- 
fessing his  belief,  Khundlick  came  to  us  in  November,  but  he  was 
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not  baptized  until  an  exioninaticn  by  Mr.  Graham  and  Mr.  Ferris 
at  the  mission  meeting.  One  day  we  five  ladies  had  a  little  meet- 
ing for  prayer  and  consultation  which  did  me  good  in  many  wa^^. 
In  March  we  opened  a  school  here  in  our  tent,  putting  Khundiick 
as  master;  of  course,  my  husband  superintends  it,  besides  having 
certain  classes  and  hearing  Kbundlick  recite  in  advance  studies 
every  day.  Since  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Golieen  have  gone  to  Mahable- 
shirar  for  the  hot  season,  the  Christian  orphans  have  come  here  for 
a  change,  and  are  in  our  schocl.  .  .  .  Mrs.  Ferris. 

PAarALLA,  W.  Ikkia. 


AMBALA. 

Among  the  lepers  many  have  died  during  our  absence;  but  this 
we  expect,  as  we  take  into  the  asylum  only  those  far  g»3ne  with  the 
disease.  Three  were  baptized  yesterday.  Out  of  the  tliirty-scvcn 
inmates  twenty-two  are  Christians.  They  have  prayers  among 
themselves  eveiy  evening,  and  a  l>iblc  lesson  every  morning  by  the 
Scripture-reader  or  native  preacher.  They  bear  their  paia  and 
their  tn:)ublcs  very  cheerfully,  and  make  few  complaints.  To  Mr. 
Bergen's  question,  "How  are  you?"  their  reply  is  heartily  and 
cheerfully  given,  "  Well  and  happy,  Sahib." 

To-night,  after  singing  one  of  their  native  hymns,  they  asked  if 
they  mi<iht  sing  another.  It  was  dark,  and  I  wanted  to  get  home 
to  the  children,  but  we  said  yes,  so  they  sang  one  to  a  I^unjab  tune, 
all  account  of  the  miracles  of  Christ,  mentioning  the  poor  leper.  I 
was  pleased  with  it,  and  asked  wlicre  they  learned  it.  "  Oh,"  they 
said,  "  here  in  the  asylum."  EJahi  Baksh  composed  it;  himself  a 
blind  leper,  too  ill  to  come  to  the  meetings  or  the  prayers^  nigh  unto 
death.  It  touched  me  to  know  this — that  in  his  low  estate  and 
utter  helplessnej^s  he  could  compase  and  sing  Jiymns  to  the  praise  of 
God,  in  which  the  others  could  join.  They  say  he  has  composed 
others,  which  they  will  sicg  the  next  time  I  visit  them.  This  old, 
blind  leper  is  one  who  used  to  enjoy  the  singing,  beating  time  with 
his  poor  stumps  of  hands. 

We  arc  very  happy  to  have  our  church.  We  had  had  but  one 
service — the  dedication — before  going  home.  Mrs.  Kelso  has  left 
the  organ  given  her  ju  the  church  while  she  is  away  iu  America. 

I  wish  I  could  have  a  tree  for  the  native  Christiiins  by  next 
Christmas.  Should  any  one  like  to  send  anything  for  the  children 
and  grown-up  pex^ple  I  should  be  very  glad.  I  cannot  alone  provide 
gifts  for  them  all.  It  is  very  pleasant  for  them  to  have  some  cel- 
ebration of  the  day.  Their  Hindoo  and  Mohammedan  neighbors 
have  no  end  of  festival  and  holy  days;  and  of  anything  of  the  nature 
of  celebrations  to  them  there  is  so  little. 

Mrs.  Geo.  S.  Bergen. 
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A  rOSTAL-CABD  ACROSTIC, 

May  7,  1881, 

II  oom  for  two  lady  missionaries. 

A  fine  field  for  zenana  work. 

W  ork  also  enlarging  in  girls'  school. 

A  fourth  school  just  opened,  this  time  for  Mohammedans. 
L  essons  given  in  Scriptures,  geography,  arithmetic,  reading,  and 
writing. 

P  romise  of  more  schools. 

I  nterest  in  female  education  increasing. 

N  umber  of  girls  in  attendance  nearly  two  hundred. 

D  ear  friends,  pray  for  us. 

'In  God  we  trust."  SxVRAH  Thackwell. 


FROM  WOODSTOCK. 

On  April  1  we  had  sixty  boarders  in  the  house — a  larger  num- 
ber for  the  time  of  year  than  ever  before.  A  few  days  later  we 
had  seventy-three,  as  many  as  we  intend  taking,  for  we  are  full 
almost  to  overflowing.  We  have  had  to  refuse  at  least  nine,  and 
as  the  hot  weather  on  the  plains  is  only  beginning,  and  as  many  peo- 
ple wait  until  it  is  absolutely  necessary  before  sending  their  chil- 
dren, I  doubt  not  there  will  be  many  more  applications  which  we 
shall  be  obliged  to  refuse.  You  see  how  prosperous  we  are,  and 
how  we  have  gained  the  confidence  of  the  public.  Please  excuse 
my  apparent  boasting.  "We  have  already  sixty-six  music  pupils, 
and  shall  have  at  least  four  more,  whereas  last  year  our  number 
in  music  was  only  fifty-four.  When  you  consider  that  each  one  of 
these  must  have  two  separate  lessons  every  week,  you  will  see  that 
we  really  need  a  large  staff  of  teachers  for  this  branch  alone. 

I  am  sitting  with  our  pupils  in  the  morning  study  hour,  and  I 
shall  have  a  quiet  time  for  writing,  interrupted  by  an  occa- 
sional question  or  request.  Our  rising-bell  now  rings  at  a  quarter 
to  six  o'clock.  The  teacher  on  duty  brings  down  the  girls  at  half- 
past  six,  when  they  have  a  cup  of  tea  and  a  biscuit.  They  then 
go  into  the  school-room,  read  their  Bible,  and  afterwards  study  for 
an  hour,  a  number  of  them  going  to  practice.  The  bell  for  wor- 
ship rings  at  a  quarter  to  eight  o'clock ;  from  eight  to  half-past 
there  is  a  recitation,  and  then  the  breakfast-bell  rings.  Kecitations 
begin  at  half-p;ist  nine  and  continue  to  half-past  twelve,  and  from 
two  to  four — dinner  being  at  one  o'clock.  The  girls  walk  from  five 
to  six,  when  the  tea-bell  rings.  At  a  quarter  to  seven  we  have 
evening  prayers,  then  study  to  half-past  eight,  when  we  send  all  to 
bed.    Jjights  must  be  out  at  nine  o'clock.    You  see  how  methodi- 
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cal  and  busy  our  days  are.  The  weather  is  now  (x\pril  23)  be- 
coming warm  and  delightful,  and  we  appreciate  our  mountain  home, 
while  the  dwellers  on  the  plains  already  begin  to  feel  the  trials  of 
the  hot  season.  The  hot  winds  are  blowing  fiercely,  and  it  will  be 
fully  two  months  or  more  before  any  rain  will  full  to  cool  the 
heated  atmosphere.  Miss  A.  E.  Scott. 


A  DISGUSTED  ACTOR. 

Picv.  Dr.  Eddy,  of  Beirut,  sends  us  the  following  striking  incident,  as  related 
by  Mr.  James  Martin,  of  Antioch.  It  occurred  on  board  an  English  ship  in  the 
Beirut  roadstead,  on  which  Mr.  Martin  spent  a  Sabbath  last  summer. 

The  ship  had  not  long  arrived  when  a  person  of  peculiar  mien, 
manner,  and  address  came  on  board  to  take  a  passage  for  himself 
and  some  companions  to  Malta.  His  appearance  and  air  were  such 
as  one  might  imagine  as  belonging  to  a  dancing-master;  and  his 
tongue  was  fluent  and  insinuating,  clever  and  persuasive.  The  fol- 
lowing is  somewhat  like  the  speech  he  made  to  the  captain  :  "  Cap- 
tain, I  want  to  get  a  passage  to  3Ialta  with  you  for  myself  and  com- 
pany. And  I  am  obliged,  captain,  to  beg  you  will  help  us  all  you 
can  in  our  present  circumstances,  and  take  us  at  the  lowest  figure 
possible.  We  are  artists,  captain  "  (he  meant  actors),  "  and  wc 
have  had  a  lot  of  bad  luck  lately,  having  come  to  this  wretched 
place  and  found  no  success,  as  the  people  are  all  church-goers. 
Captain,  do  assist  us,  and  take  us  out  of  this.  We  shall  have  to 
rough  it,  of  course;  but  take  us,  somehow,  to  Malta,  and  make  the 
fare  low;  for  we  have  got  badly  reduced  in  pocket  in  this  miser- 
able place.  We  placarded  the  town,  you  know,  and  were  out  a  lot 
of  money,  but  nothing  came  of  it ;  we  could  not  even  secure  a  fid- 
dler— they  were  all  church-goers." 

Much  comment  on  this  would  only,  I  fear,  weaken  its  effect. 
It  speaks  for  itself.  The  actor  discerned  clearly — more  clearly 
than  even  some  church-goers  do — how  the  church  and  the  theatre 
stand  to  each  other.  "  Fas  est  ct  ah  hosfe  doceri.^'  As  a  reason 
why  a  man  could  not  be  expected  to  enter  a  theatre,  it  was  sufi&cient, 
he  thought,  to  say  he  is  a  church-goer.  As  if  he  had  said,  "  But 
what  fellowship,  captain,  has  the  Church  of  God  with  the  theatre  ?" 
If  Beirut,  with  its  population  of  about  100,000,  had  not  been  for  a 
lengthened  period — some  fifty  years  past — a  centre  of  missionary 
effort,  the  actors  would,  no  doubt,  have  met  with  a  reception  more 
agreeable  to  them,  and  have  departed  with  heavier  purses,  lighter 
hearts,  ;nid  spirits  li'ss  burdened  with  a  sense  of  the  wretchedness 
and  miserablcness  ol"  the  city. 

15- 
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BESHEIMOON, 

Besheimoon  is  in  plain  sight  from  Shemlan,  about  one  thousand 
feet  below,  and  almost  due  west.  It  occupied  three  quarters  of  an 
hour  to  go  down,  partly  riding  and  walking  down  staircases  that 
are  the  favorite  theme  of  eastern  travellers.  The  teacher,  Mr. 
Daoud  Suleiman,  had  just  dismissed  the  boys  to  take  their  noon 
meal,  and  was  at  home  to  welcome  nie.  His  wife  was  at  the  door, 
and  the  children  with  neighbors  made  quite  a  group.  I  had  not 
left  my  horse  before  the  Greek  priest  was  at  my  side  with  as  hearty 
a  welcome  as  any. 

After  dinner  I  looked  in  upon  the  schools  and  made  some  calls. 
The  original  school  had  overflowed,  and  the  girls  had  an  apartment 
by  themselves  under  the  teacher's  sister.  There  were  nearly  forty 
boys  and  twenty  girls.  Daoud  seems  to  be  very  popular.  He  does 
not  know  English,  nor  has  he  been  to  college,  but  he  has  a  pretty 
good  Arabic  education,  and  studied  theology  two  years.  He  has 
been  teaching  there  about  three  months,  aud  has  made  a  good  im- 
pression. His  wife  can  read,  but  has  not  been  to  any  of  our  sem- 
inaries. She  is,  however,  a  church  member.  They  have  three 
children.  The  boys  of  the  school,  many  of  them,  read  well  in  the 
Bible  and  Testament,  but  the  girls  are  more  backward. 

1  called  on  the  priest,  who  is  very  friendly,  said  he  read  much 
in  the  Bible  I  had  given  him,  and  would  thank  me  much  for  the 
loan  of  books  which  would  help  him  in  his  ministrations.  His 
daughter,  a  young  married  woman,  was  present,  and  showed  great 
pleasure  in  meeting  me.  She  was  taught  in  our  school  in  Schweifat, 
but  is  living  in  Besheimoon.  She  said  she  was  under  great  obliga- 
tions to  us  for  her  education,  often  read  in  her  father's  Bible,  but 
had  none  of  her  own.  She  asked  me  for  one,  which  I  promised  to 
send  her  on  condition  it  should  not  gather  dust  on  the  shelf. 

While  in  the  school  I  asked  if  any  of  the  sixty  children  had  a 
mother  who  could  read,  and  was  told,  "  Not  one."  It  is  very,  very 
dark  here  still.  While  village  after  village  is  wi^bhout  any  Christian 
privileges,  paper  after  paper  comes  to  me  with  the  signatures  and 
seal  of  the  chief  men  of  the  different  places  asking  to  have  schools 
opened,  and  enclosing  lists  of  the  pupils.  But  we  have  reached 
our  limit,  and  wait  for  the  church  to  empower  us  to  go  on.  I  am 
most  deeply  sensible  of  our  need  of  prayer,  for  we  are  in  want"  of 
the  Spirit's  influence  more  than  of  means  to  enlarge  the  work. 
We  can  enlighten  the  intellect,  but  God  alone  can  change  the  heart. 

It  is  a  fearful  thing  to  stand  this  cataract  of  souls,  this  spiritual 
Niagara.  The  brain  is  dizzy  and  the  heart  sick  from  even  a  look 
at  the  depths  into  which  they  are  plunging.  How  awfully  solemn 
the  responsibility  of  having  the  means  of  salvation  committed  to 
our  charge.    You  are  far  away  from  the  appalling  sight  aud  the 
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deafening  roar,  but  duty  keeps  us  missionaries  here  to  save  as  many 
as  possible  of  those  within  our  reach.  Employ  as  many  as  you  can 
to  rescue  the  perishing,  and  pray  that  they  may  have  strong  arms, 
cool  heads,  and  warm  hearts. 

If  you  have  not  read  the  Foreign  Missionary  for  December 
last  be  sure  in  some  way  to  get  a  copy,  and  study  what  is  to  be 
found  in  regard  to  the  religions  of  Syria.  That  one  piece  is  worth 
the  cost  of  the  periodical  f  )r  the  whole  year.  In  the  course  of 
twelve  months  there  are  quite  a  number  of  communications  from 
Syria,  and  these  will  be  specially  interesting  to  those  who  are  liiDui- 
ing  for  the  good  of  this  land. — Rev.  WilliavL  Bird, 


rETCIIABUjlI. 

On  my  table,  as  I  write,  there  stands  a  vase  filled  with  lovely 
lilies,  purple  and  white,  delicate  and  fragrant.  The  wonder  is  that 
anything  so  dewy  and  IVagile  could  penetrate  the  hard,  dry  soil 
from  which  they  sprang,  for  they  were  gathered  at  the  f  )ot  of  the 
veranda  steps,  and  we  have  had  no  rain  for  months.  Not  a  single 
leaf  of  the  lily  stalk  is  visible,  only  thase  flowers  crowding  up  in 
their  joyous  gladness  to  brighten  the  earth;  so  I  think  God  has  His 
hidden  ones  in  the  most  unpromising  fields;  their  hearts  are  full  of 
His  love,  and  His  grace  is  working  miracles  that  will  manifes:t  His 
glory  and  beautify  their  hitherto  dark  and  dreary  surrounding-s. 

You  have  heard  perhaps  ere  this  how  Miss  Colfman  and  I  were 
hift  alone  at  this  station,  and  the  native  helpers,  whom  we  trusted, 
l)roved  unfaithful  in  the  time  of  trial.  This,  as  you  must  see,  was 
harder  for  us  to  bear  than  being  left  alone,  with  all  the  ordinary 
care  and  responsibility  upon  our  shoulders  and  hearts.  But  in  the 
very  midst  of  the  deepest  darkness  we  found  here  and  there  a  lily, 
and  gathered  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit  into  our  church.  Not  a  single 
service  was  omitted  nor  any  of  the  mission  work  given  up.  God 
was  our  refuge  and  strength,  our  high  tower.  Many,  many  times 
we  fled  to  "our  tower,"  and  God  shut  the  door"  till  the  danger 
passed  by.  I  trust  we  have  learned  all  the  lessons  God  intends  to 
teach  by  this  strange  and  new  experience;  we  earnestly  pray  that 
this  may  be,  for  we  shrink  from  the  very  thought  of  ever  passing 
through  them  again. 

L  ist  fall  we  went  to  Bangkok  to  attend  the  annual  meeting  of 
Presbytery,  and  all  our  friends  opposed  our  returning  to  Petchaburi 
alone,  so  we  waited  till  the  arrival  oi'  the  new  missionaries,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  McClelland ;  then  we  came  back  to  take  up  the  old  work. 
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Church  matters  were  arranged,  the  unruly  ones  expelled  or 
Fettled,  the  penitent  ones  forgiven,  and  the  work  of  the  station  re- 
sumed "with  brighter,  more  hopeful  hearts  than  we  had  had  for 
many  long  months. 

I  will  not  attempt  a  description  of  the  graod  cremation  in  Bang- 
kok, It  was  in  many  respects  the  greatest  ever  seen  in  Siam.  Over 
$50,000  spent  to  dispose  of  the  poor  dead  body,  and  not  one  dollar 
given  to  secure  life  eternal  for  the  perishing  souls  in  his  kingdom — 
that  is,  directly.  I  think  the  Lord  will  bless  our  king ;  so  many 
prayers  for  him  cannot  all  be  in  vain.  Mary  L.  Cort. 


SEVEN  OF  THE  BOARDING-SCHOOLS. 

The  latest  news  from  schools  in  which  we  are  interested  is  all  of 
quietj  steady  progress,  excepting  where  sickness  has  removed  a  mis- 
sionary teacher,  and,  none  being  ready  to  fill  the  broken  rank,  her 
classes  have  been  scattered.  Of  the  school  for  poor  and  orphaned 
children  at  Rio  Clare,  Brazil,  to  which  Miss  Dale  has  lately  gone,  her 
sister  writes :  "  There  are  now  fifteen  boys  and  fifteen  girls  to  feed, 
clothe,  and  teach.  Five  of  our  boys  are  brothers,  sons  of  Catholic 
parents ;  the  two  eldest  are  almost  grown,  and  well  advanced  in 
their  studies.  Three  large  girls,  from  twelve  to  fourteen  years,  are 
taught  to  cook,  scrub,  wash,  and  sew;  and  the  girls  make  much  of 
their  own  clothing,  and  do  all  the  mending.  Mr.  Lenington  has 
one  of  the  students,  Senhor  Herculano,  teach  all  the  children  from 
10  A.  M.  until  2  P.  M.,  my  daughters  assisting.  Would  that  I  could 
present  our  school  to  your  societies,  which  are  contributors  to  this 
work,  that  you  mi^ht  see  and  know  those  for  whom  you  are  labor- 
ing. I  feel  sure  you  would  be  encouraged  to  do  greater  things. 
This  large,  beautiful  country  is  wide  open  to  missionary  work,  but 
we  are  burdened  because  of  the  few  helpers.  Two  girls  are  soon  to 
enter  the  AsyJo^  and  during  the  lust  three  months  Mr.  Lenington 
has  received  twenty-two  applications  to  place  children  in  our  school. 
Thus  the  work  increases.  We  have  a  church  membership  of  sixty 
persons,  and  hold  our  services  in  the  building  Mr.  Da  Gama  fitted 
up  for  this  purpose,  and  also  for  a  day-school,  which  is  not  in  opera- 
tion now  for  want  of  teachers." 

Misij  Mary  Cochran,  of  Monterey,  Mexico,  tells  of  good  feeling 
in  the  church,  and  much  interest.  Three  have  recently  united 
w^ith  it — one  of  our  pupils  and  two  other  persons.  Many  scholars 
have  been  absent  because  of  Holy  Week,  but  school  will  commence 
to-morrow  regularly.  It  is  really  hard  for  them  to  study  when  it 
is  so  warm,  but  they  learn  a  little,  and  are  safe  from  harm  here." 

Of  the  girls'  seminary  in  Oroomiah  Miss  Carey  reports:  "One 
mouth  of  our  spring  term  of  school  is  gone ;  the  girls  passed  their 


avoman's  work  for  avoman. 


265 


cxammations  well  yesterday.  The  health  of  the  school  is  unusually 
g'ood.  There  are  fifty-five  girls,  all  Nestorians,  the  order  from  the 
Persian  government  having  prevented  the  return  of  the  Moslem 
girls.  Wo  trust  the  Lord  vrill  open  the  way  for  them  in  the  fall. 
Three  Moslem  women  still  come  every  day  to  read  with  one  of  our 
teachers.'' 

Of  the  new  seminary  building  in  Canton  Miss  Noyes  says : 
"  The  Chinese  feel  that  it  has  been  given  in  answer  to  prayer,  for 
they  have  been  praying  earnestly  for  it  a  long  time.  It  is 
entirely  satisfactory,  and  was  dedicated  on  Thanksgiving  Day,  my 
brother  and  Mr.  Henry  conducting  the  services.  Three  hundred 
were  present.  Such  a  contrast  to  the  little  company  which  gath- 
ered when  our  first  building  was  opened,  eight  years  since  !  Then 
there  were  only  twenty — Mrs.  Cunningham  and  I,  with  eighteen 
Oliinese  women  and  girls.  Nor  could  we  then  have  gathered  a 
larger  company;  so  you  see  tlicre  has  heen  ^^rogress.  It  has  been 
a  joy  to  us  to  see  how  interested  the  Chinese  Christians  seem  to  bo 
in  the  growth  of  the  work.  When  the  building  was  dedicated 
invitations  were  sent  to  the  ofiicials,  and  the  viceroy  sent  his  dep- 
uty with  assurances  of  his  approval  and  protection.  His  eldest 
son,  and  the  district  magistrate,  also  an  ofiicial  of  high  rank, 
visited  the  building  before  it  was  finished.  It  is  something  new 
to  have  those  high  in  authority  take  notice  of  a  movement  for  the 
education  of  women  and  girls." 

Miss  Pratt,  of  ])chra  Doon,  India,  is  fully  settled  at  work,  and 
never  enjoyed  teaching  more.  The  girls  grow  in  goodness  and 
perfection  of  Christian  character  every  day.  The  elder  ones  are 
n)ore  reliable  and  the  little  ones  dearer.  I  often  think  I  might  sit 
at  the  feet  of  some  of  the  teachers  among  them." 

Of  the  girls'  school  at  Chieng  Mai  Miss  Cole  writes :  "  Our 
present  number  is  forty,  of  whom  twenty-three  are  boarders. 
Three  of  the  six  new  pupils  are  young  women  and  members  of  the 
churches  in  the  country.  All  but  two  of  our  old  pupils  have  re- 
turned, and  more  are  waiting  to  come  if  we  can  find  room  for  them. 
School  seems  much  pleasantor  than  ever  before.  I  suppose  it  is 
because  we  all  understand  each  other  better,  for  the  language  has 
become  in  part  our  own.  The  work  is  not  so  hard  as  I  feared  it 
might  be  alone  this  hot  season.  In  this  organizing  and  establish- 
ing the  school  it  is  so  essential  to  have  the  right  kind  of  a  build- 
ing. The  children  now  live  in  this  little  bamboo  house,  away  from 
us,  and  we  cannot  give  the  constant  attention  to  them  that  they 
should  have.  If  the  girl^  were  not  so  gentle  and  earnest,  the  older 
ones  very  obedient,  and  trying  to  make  the  younger  ones  so  too,  I 
don't  know  what  we  would  do.  Perhaps  it  is  too  soon  to  speak  of 
success,  for  our  girls  have  not  left  us  and  gone  to  their  homes,  and 
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been  tempted,  and  exhibited  strength.  They  are  only  children, 
but  in  point  of  numbers,  and  the  willingness  of  the  people  to  send 
their  children  to  us,  the  school  has  indeed  a  promising  outlook. 
Oh,  how  we  wish  that  some  one  was  coming  to  us  this  year  to  take 
up  this  work  !  They  must  come.  If  you  were  only  on  the  field 
yourself,  and  could  see  what  is  to  be  done,  and  how  the  Lord  has 
blessed  what  has  been  done,  you  would  say,  ^  This  "  praise  year  " 
must  send  a  band  of  workers  to  Chicng  Mai.^  " 

"  You  want  a  report  of  our  school  ?"  asks  Miss  Hartwell,  of 
Bangkok.  "  What  could  a  teacher  iu  the  most  obscure  country 
district  tell  you  ?  To  us  our  school  is  interesting  and  precious, 
though  very  monotonous.  The  dear  little  gu'ls  behave  so  well  ihot 
we  never  have  any  sensations,  and  the  commonplace  daily  routine 
of  duties  goes  on  and  on  and  on  without  any  perceptible  change. 
The  numbers  remain  the  same,  with  the  exception  of  the  day 
scholars,  one  of  whom  has  been  very  ill.  We  have  twenty-three 
boarders  and  three  day-scholars.  Five  of  the  girls  arc  members  of 
the  church,  three  having  united  with  it  during  the  year  just  closed. 
Maa  Tuan,  our  assistant,  is  as  faithful  as  the  dyy  is  long,  and  has 
had  excellent  health.  Pray  on,  and  expect  an  answer  to  your 
prayers.  We  will  stand,  by  the  grace  of  the  Master,  at  the  wheel, 
and  joy  and  rejoice  in  using  our  little  strength  for  Him." 


CLIPPINGS  FMOM  3IISSIONAMIES'  LETTEMS. 

"  Weariness  of  the  flesh  is  a  part  of  our  earthly  inheritance, 
and  as  such  I  cheerfully  accept  it,  praying  only  that  the  enemy  taking 
advantage  of  it  may  not  overcome  iu  spiritual  things." 

"  My  letters  from  home  made  me  thankful  tjiat  our  kind  heavenly 
Father  does  not  permit  His  isolated  ones  to  be  forgotten." 

There  is  as  much  dignity  and  liberty  in  silence  as  iu  speech, 
and  it  usually  wins." 

The  Lord  teaches  us  to  wait  and  work,  and  often  the  waiting 
is  more  difficult  than  the  working." 

"  If  you  have  bands  that  will  take  these  little  girls  we  shall  be 
very  glad.  Entreat  them  to  pray  most  earnestly  for  their  little 
proteges  and  for  their  teacher,  that  she  may  bring  them  up  wisely 
and  for  Jesus." 

"  We  are  getting  along  very  nicely  so  far,  by  the  proper  division 
of  work,  each  one  attending  to  her  own  department,  yet  all  working 
into  each  other's  hands  in  loving  harmony  and  co-operation.  A 
great  deal  of  work  can  be  carried  on  systematically'and  successfully 
by  even  a  very  few  workers." 
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^  The  best  relief  in  grief  over  the  dead  is  active  care  for  tlie 
living/' 

"  God  lias  been  very  good  to  mc,  supplying  not  only  every  want 
but  every  "wish.  I  feel  more  than  ever  like  saying,  '  Take  my  life 
and  let  it  be  consecrated,  Lord,  to  thee.'  I  would  ask  no  greater 
honor  than  to  be  wholly  consecrated  to  the  Master's  work  while  life 
shall  last,  every  day  and  every  hour  to  be  spent  in  His  service,  for- 
getting self,  and  thinking  only  of  Christ  and  the  souls  He  has  died 
to  save.'^ 

'•  We  need  the  work  of  the  Lord  upon  the  heart  while  we  are 
reaching  the  intellect." 

We  have  been  so  tenderly  cared  for  in  the  midst  of  dangers, 
our  Father  always  comes  so  near  to  us  in  times  of  trial  and  per- 
plexity, that  I  almost  wonder  we  do  not  covet  the  trials  instead  of 
the  quiet,  easy  ways." 

'•We  should  hardly  be  justifiod  in  expecting  sj^cci.d  strength  if 
wc  habitually  overwork." 

"  I  think  sometimes  could  there  be  any  sorrow  in  heaven  it  would 
be  because  we  have  done  so  little  for  Him  who  did  so  much  for  us. 
If  we  could  only  remember  that  wc  arc  working  for  eternity  !" 

It  is  a  blessing  to  have  fresh  energies  and  warm  young  hearts 
associated  with  us  in  our  work,  especially  when  there  is  the  amount 
of  good  common  sense,  consideration,  and  devotion  to  the  higher 
interests  of  the  cause  which  we  find  in  our  young  fellow-worker. 
Ilcr  bright,  quick  mind,  her  love  of  good  solid  reading,  the  liberal  as 
well  as  high  education  which  she  has  received,  make  her  well  litted 
to  assist  in  the  educational  management  of  this  school,  into  which 
she  has  already  infused  new  life  and  energy.  By  prayer  and  by 
study  the  language  was  mastered." 

•  Please  ask  that  the  glory  of  God  may  shine  through  us,  and 
tluit  we  may  be  willing  to  lie  low  in  the  dust  that  He  may  work  in 
and  by  us." 

••  I  have  seen  the  rise  of  the  agitation  concerning  single  women 
as  missionaries,  and  I  expect  to  see  its  fall,  for  it  is  not  in  accord- 
ance with  God's  Word.  There  was  no  specifying  when  He  said, 
'  Go  ye,'  nor  when  He  says,  '  Pray  ye,  therefore,  the  Lord  of  the 
harvest  that  He  would  send  forth  laborers  into  His  harvest.'  If 
married  men  and  women,  and  single  men,  but  not  single  women,  can 
be  laborers  in  God's  vineyard,  He  would  have  said  so  Himself.  I 
cannot  understand  how  any  one  dure  prevent  tiie  going  forth  of 
a  messenger  of  God  to  dying  sinners." 
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Jfor  ft^t  ^oung  people. 

THE  STOJRY  OF  BODIYA. 

Marrying  and  giving  in  marriage  being  the  fashion  in  Africa 
as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  the  habitable  world,  you  need  not  be 
surprised  to  receive  a  letter  from  us  treating  of  that  universal 
topic.  A  wedding,  of  some  interest  to  us  at  least,  took  place  here 
last  summer;  but  in  order  that  you  also  may  have  an  intelligent  in- 
terest in  the  parties,  I  will  go  back  a  few  years  to  commence  my 
story. 

About  sixteen  years  ago  a  baby  girl  first  saw  the  light  in  a  small 
town  on  the  West  Coast  of  Africa.  She  was  born  under  a  canopy 
of  fetiches  and  chains,  to  insure  her  well-being,  her  growth,  her 
safety  from  the  power  of  witches,  and,  in  short,  every  blessing  this 
life  affords.  She  was  black;  but  her  skin  was  smooth  and  soft  as 
velvet.  The  mother's  heart  welcomed  the  child  with  plensure; 
the  father  looked  upon  her  with  a  sort  of  pride,  and  with  the 
thought  that  she  would  add  to  his  riches,  consisting  of  wives  and 
slaves.  As  the  clothing  of  infants  is  an  unheard-of  thing  amongst 
the  native  Africans,  it  had  not  entered  the  mothier's  mind  to  pre- 
pare anything  in  that  line ;  but  a  mixture  of  powdered  red-wood 
and  palm  oil  was  smeared  over  the  body — this  being  medicinal  as 
well  as  ornamental — and  our  little  girl  was  fully  equipped  for  her 
start  in  life. 

When  about  a  week  old  she  received  the  name  Bodiya  from  her 
father,  universal  custom  here  requiring  that  he  name  the  child  for 
some  of  his  relatives.  The  wife  and  mother  is  never  permitted  to 
use  the  names  of  her  husband's  relatives,  but  is  allowed  to  give  her 
baby  what  is  called  a  "little  name,"  by  which  no  one  ever  addresses 
it  but  herself.  The  person  for  whom  a  child  is  named,  when  ap- 
prised of  the  fact,  immediately  takes  some  gift  and  goes  to  salute 
it,  beginning  when  in  sight  of  the  house  to  call  out  ''^  lye!  lyeV^ 
v^"  welcome !'  welcome !"),  to  which  the  mother  responds  for  the 
little  one ;  and  on  entering  the  house  the  mother  is  embraced  for 
the  child,  and  the  gift  presented  to  her.  He  or  she  is  also  expected 
to  give  a  basin,  in  which  the  child  shall  be  baptized,  and  the  first 
yard  of  calico  it  shall  wear,  when  about  five  or  six  years  of  age. 
Other  names  may  be  added  without  limit.  One  given  to  Bodiya, 
and  the  favorite  with  her  husband,  is  Ulango  u  te  o  umhendi 
("  Information  is  to  be  gathered  only  by  using  your  feet  travelling 
about").  The  peoiDle  here  never  nickname  or  abbreviate  names  in 
any  way.    You  can  imagine  they  are  never  in  a  hurry. 

So  soon  as  Bodiya's  arrival  was  known,  a  father  came  with  his 
son,  some  eight  or  ten  years  of  age,  who  rejoiced  in  the  name  of 
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KJCilcu  (Elephant),  to  negotiate  for  the  purchase  of  the  little  girl 
as  a  wife  for  his  boy.  He  brought  with  him  a  jug  of  palm  wine  as 
carnest-mouey.  This  accepted,  the  dowry  was  fixed  upon  as  fol- 
lows :  two  guns,  two  Neptunes  (used  in  getting  salt  from  sea-water), 
seven  hats,  six  red-woollen  caps,  fifty  iron  bars,  one  goat,  fifty 
plates,  mugs  and  wash-basins,  eight  shirts,  one  chest,  one  hundred 
y:n  ds  of  prints,  five  cutlasses,  one  canoe,  one  ndikar  (a  preparation 
irom  nuts,  used  for  flavoring  and  enriching  soups),  two  iron  pots, 
and  two  knives.  To  such  a  dowry  a  slave  is  usually  added.  These 
articles  were  not  all  paid  at  one  time,  but  by  installments,  with  the 
assistnnce  of  relatives. 

While  still  an  infant  Bodiya  was  removed  from  her  mother  to 
her  husband's  town,  and  placed  under  the  care  of  his  mother,  there 
to  undergo  a  process  of  training  which  should  fit  her  for  the  duties 
of  a  heathen  wife.  She  must  learn  to  carry  wood  and  water,  pre- 
pare cassada,  make  garden,  and,  in  fact,  to  be  a  general  drudge. 
iShe  must  be  taught  to  cook  the  food  for  the  husband,  fiither-iu- 
law,  and  brothers-in-law,  yet  never  be  permitted  to  eat  with  them ; 
she  must  wait  always  for  her  meal  till  theirs  was  finished.  To 
smoke,  to  gossip,  and  to  quarrel  would  be  also  a  part  of  her  educa- 
tion in  that  heathen  home;  nothing  to  give  her  happiness  in  this 
life  or  hope  for  the  life  to  come.  But  God  had  better  things  in 
store  for  the  child.  He  had  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  some  of  His 
servants  to  come  and  care  for  the  souls  of  these  neglected  little 
ones.  Bodiya's  husband  heard  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  The 
Holy  Spirit  applied  it  to  the  young  man's  heart,  and  he  became  a 
convert  to  the  Christian  faith.  As  a  legitimate  result  of  his  con- 
version, his  feelings  toward  his  betrothed  underwent  a  change,  and 
he  brought  her  into  our  school  for  an  education  differing  very 
widely  from  the  one  she  would  have  received  in  town.  She  re- 
mained in  the  mission-school  three  years.  Her  betrothed  in  the 
meantime  became  a  Scripture  reader,  and  last  week  came  asking 
that  he  might  take  his  girl  as  a  helpmeet  for  him.  Though  reluc- 
tant to  part  with  her,  as  she  was  a  general  favorite,  we  felt  that 
his  was  the  first  right,  and  they  were  married.  At  the  close 
of  the  marriage  service  Mrs.  l)e  Hoer  presented  the  bride  with  a 
copy  of  the  Holy  Bible,  which  she  can  now  read  undcrstandingly 
for  herself.  Her  bridal  gifts  were  heartily  bestowed  and  gratei'ully 
received.  A  small  diy-goods  box  from  America  did  service  in 
lieu  of  a  trunk  to  hold  her  treasures — viz.,  a  brass  kettle,  a  wash- 
bowl, six  plates,  a  knife,  a  fork,  a  needle-book  and  pin-cushion,  a 
bright-colored  bandana,  a  string  of  beads,  a  bottle  of  lavender- 
water,  a  slate  and  pencil,  and  a  few  books. 

Wc  have  the  comfort  of  knowing  that  theirs  will  be  a  Chrhtidii 
liomr  •  that  she  will  not  be  beaten  or  otherwise  badly  treated  by 
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her  husbnnd,  as  would  have  been  the  case  had  not  the  gospel  of 
Christ,  with  its  teachings  of  love  and  patience,  entered  their  hearts 
and  shown  them  a  better  way.  When  expostulating  with  men  for 
ill  treating  their  wives,  we  have  more  than  once  been  met  with  this 
reply :     If  I  do  not  beat  my  wife,  she  will  not  respect  me/' 

There  is  happiness  enough  in  the  world  for  all  Grod's  creatures ; 
let  us  be  thankful  if  we  are  privileged  to  mingle  some  drops  of  it 
in  the  bitter  cup  which  is  given  these  African  women.  And  then 
to  hear  the  dear  Master  say,  "Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto 
one  of  the  least  of  these,  ye  have  done  it  unto  J/c.^" 

K.  II.  De  IIeer. 

l5i:2.iTA,  W.  Africa. 


yl  NOVEL  ENTERTAIN3IEXT, 

It  was  given  by  boys.  It  was  in  behalf  of  foreign  missions.  It 
afforded  a  clear  refutation  to  the  idea  somewhat  prevalent,  that  lads 
between jtwelve  and  sixteen  cannot  be  interested  in  anything  that 
is  dignified  and  profitable.  And  it  equally  disproved  the  impression 
that  one  of  the  noblest  subjects  of  Christian  thought  cannot  be  made 
interesting  and  popular.  On  the  evening  of  the  14th  inst.  was 
held  at  the  chapel  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  the  third  anni- 
versary of  a  missionary  society  called  "  The  Band  of  Cheerful 
Workers."  Under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  Henry  Small,  the  inde- 
fatigable laborer  in  every  good  cause,  twenty  bright,  intelligent 
boys  have  been  in  the  habit  of  meeting  every  month  to  consider 
some  subject  connected  with  foreign  missions,  to  contribute  for  the 
cause  moneys  which  they  have  specially  earned  for  the  purpose. 
Thus,  also,  they  have  incidentally  become  acquainted  with  methods 
of  conducting  business,  preparing  minutes,  reports,  etc. 

For  this  anniversary  a  large  platform  had  been  prepared,  taste- 
fully decorated  with  flags  and  mottoes,  in  the  midst  of  which  stood 
a  missionary  clock,  which  was  to  be  used  in  one  of  the  pieces  to 
strike  out  the  rapidly-passing  hours,  and  emphasize  the  call  for 
haste  in  sending  the  gospel  to  the  millions  that  are  perishing  for 
lack  of  knowledge. 

An  opening  address  of  welcome  to  the  audience  was  appropriately 
given  by  Master  Philip  A.  S.  Blair,  after  which  all  joined  in  sing- 
ing "Jesus  shall  reign  where'er  the  sun."  Prayer  was  next  offered 
by  the  pastor.  Dr.  isiles,  and  another  hymn  sung.  Then  came  the 
original  and  impressive  exercise  connected  with  the  missionary  clock, 
participated  in  by  thirteen  boys.  Following  this,  a  duet,  "  Watch- 
man, tell  us  of  the  night."  Then  a  recitation,  "  The  Beautiful 
Hand,"  by  Master  Lew  Horton.  That  Christian  patriot's  hymn, 
"  My  country,  'tis  of  thee,"  was  next  sung  with  fine  effect,  after 
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which  the  most  attractive  and  elaborate  piece  was  enacted  by  about 
ten  boys,  entitled  "Seeking  Information."  Before  one  of  the  tall- 
est and  most  dignified,  who  represented  America,  with  her  wealth 
of  civil  and  religious  privileges,  under  the  gospel  c  f  Christ,  ap- 
peared successively  the  representatives  of  dilferent  nations,  dressed 
in  characteristic  costume,  and  making  known  the  condition  and 
wants  of  their  unevangelizcd  millions. 

After  this  reports  were  read  by  the  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  b^nd,  followed  by  addresses  from  the  pastor  and  Rev.  Mr.  Dins- 
uiore,  of  Kansas. 

Finally,  with  the  doxology  and  benediction  the  audience  was 
dismissed;  so  far  as  we  have  learned  with  but  one  opinion,  viz., 
that  it  is  possible  for  young  and  old  to  become  alike  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  exercises  of  a  missionary  meetin 2. — Evening  Disjmtch, 
York,  Fa. 


THE  CALL. 

Also,  I  heard  the  voice  of  llio  Lord,  sayinc.  "Whom  fihall  I  send,  and  wlio  uill  go  for 
I. a  ?"    Then  said  I,    Here  aiu  I,  send  me." 


Thy  home  is  very  fair,  dear  one! 

How  much  of  love  is  there  ! 
How  much  of  bliss  in  each  soft  tone 

Floats  on  its  hallowed  air  ! 


But  Jesus  for  the  workers  calls; 

Let  not  thy  fond  heart  try 
To  see  thy  portion,  lot,  out  fall 

Where  home's  dear  precincts  li'-  I 

Though  many  of  thy  sisters  there 
Life's  precious  work  may  sec, 

A  higher  privilege  to  sliaie 
Thy  God  appointeth  thee. 

A  voice  in  thy  deep  heart  speak.;  lov,-, 
Vet  oh,  so  thrillingly — 
••  Daughter,  to  heathen  sisters  go, 
Help  their  sad  misery." 

Oh,  hush  not  then  the  voice  Divine! 

Oh,  do  not  turn  away! 
Its  ])leadings  tenderly  combine 

With  wail  of  heathen  woe. 


Oh.  lay  thy  home — each  cultured  power — 

Thy  dearest  idols  too — 
At  Jesus'  feet.    Lose  no  bright  hour 

Thy  Saviour's  work  to  do. 

Bella  A.  Nassai\ 
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THE  NECESSITY  FOR  SYSTE3I  IN  OVM  WOUK. 

A  paper  hy  Mrs.  S.  M.  Henderson^  Wooster^  0.,  read  at  the  Annual  Meeting 
of  the  Woman's  Foreign  3Iissionary  Society  of  the  Presbyterian  Churchy 
held  at  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  April,  1381. 

An  attempt  to  prove  tlie  necessity  for  system  in  this  work  seems 
very  much  hke  trying  to  demonstrate  an  axiom.  It  is  sometimes 
necessary,  however,  to  state  even  an  axiomatic  truth  before  it  is 
fully  apprehended.  Instead,  therefore,  of  attempting  to  prove  what 
should  be  self-evident,  we  will  simply  state  facts,  and  they  will 
themselves  furnish  sufficient  evidence  for  the  necessity  of  system 
in  order  to  the  successful  prosecution  of  our  work. 

When  an  individual  or  an  association  makes  a  great  and  perma- 
nent success  of  an  undertaking,  it  is  safe  to  conclude  that  their 
methods  have  been  wisely  adapted  to  the  end  in  view.  That 
the  church  is  achieving  a  grand  success  in  foreign  missions,  no  one 
who  has  attempted  to  estimate  the  results  can  question.  What, 
then,  have  been  her  plans  of  operation? 

Going  back  to  seek  for  the  beginnings  of  foreign  missionary 
effort  in  this  country,  we  find,  as  we  should  expect  to  find,  that  the 
special  inspiration  for  it  came  from  the  same  source  as  the  great 
commission.  The  Spirit  of  God  moved  upon  the  hearts  of  a  few 
of  His  servants,  causing  them  to  feel  constrained  to  go  and  preach 
the  gospel  to  the  heathen.  But  how  could  they  go  except  they  were 
sent?  In  this  emergency  they  applied  to  their  brethren  of  longer 
and  wider  experience  for  counsel  and  help. 

And  what  did  these  wise  fathers  in  the  churches  do  ? 

They  organized  a  missionary  society  as  the  first  step  towards 
sending  out  missionaries.  These  young  servants  of  the  King,  albeit 
they  were  divinely  commissioned,  could  not  go  out  to  a  life-work 
without  some  systematic  arrangement  for  their  support,  and  some 
responsible  ecclesiastical  authority  to  grant  them  a  human  commis- 
sion. Hence  this  organization  was  most  appropriately  termed 
"The  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions.''  The  men 
composing  this  "Board"  were  evidently  men  prepared  of  God  to 
assume  the  charge  of  this  work,  when  the  time  had  come  for  its 
inauguration;  and  they  laid  its  foundations  broad  and  deep  in 
accordance  with  the  underlying  principles  of  His  moral  government. 
Autliority.,  subordination^  and  system  were  the  corner  stones. 

There  must  be  a  recognized  head,  there  must  be  subjection  to 
authority,  and  there  must  be  a  systematic  plan  of  operation  to  en- 
sure the  success  of  any  great  work  carried  on  by  a  large  number  of 
individuals.    These  essential  conditions  were  complied  with  by 
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those  who  laid  the  foundations,  hence  the  imposing  superstructure 
that  ^iladdens  our  hearts  and  employs  our  hands  to-day.  This 
society  has  repeated  itself  until  we  have  similar  organizations 
in  all  our  principal  evangelical  churches,  through  the  agency 
of  which  efforts  for  the  spread  of  the  gospel  have  been  more  and 
more  carefully  systematized.  Manifestly  in  no  other  way  could  the 
church  ever  hope  to  accomplish  a  work  so  great,  scattered  over  a 
field  so  wide,  demanding  so  many  laborers,  involving  the  necessity 
for  such  varied  instrumentalities,  and  which  is  everywhere  met  by 
the  massed  forces  of  the  devil,  and  obstructed  by  his  strongest  for- 
tifications. The  acknowledged  success  of  this  work,  admitted  even 
by  those  who  once  scouted,  or  hindered,  or  looked  for  failure,  stands 
as  an  irrefutable  argument  for  the  wisdom  of  its  founders. 

Every  age  is  marked  by  a  peculiar  type  of  piety,  and  by  corre- 
sponding methods  of  Christian  activity.  The  piety  of  this  age  is 
eminently  active,  as  opposed  to  the  introspective  and  meditative 
piety  of  one  hundred  years  ago ;  and  the  church  in  this  age,  as  the 
result  of  active  piety,  is  eminently  agfrrcssive.  She  is  moving  upon 
the  enemy  on  all  sides,  and  has  carried  her  skirmish  line  into  the 
very  camp  of  the  foe.  In  order  to  hold  the  ground  gained  and 
sustain  the  advance  it  will  be  necessary  to  press  into  active  ser- 
vice every  enlisted  soldier  of  the  cross;  and  that  this  may  be  ac- 
complished she  has  adopted  the  plan  of  a  classification  and  division 
of  her  forces  for  detail  duty.  Christian  women  are  therefore 
organized  into  societies,  for  the  purpose  of  helping  and  saving 
women.  Even  the  children  are  under  drill  for  future  service,  and 
are  contributing  their  mites  to  the  base  of  supplies. 

We  who  are  here  to-day  represent  a  subdivision  of  one  of  these 
classes  organized  for  the  purpose  of  rescuing  heathen  women  and 
children  from  their  terrible  bondage  and  degradation,  and  to  lead 
as  many  as  possible  to  help  us  in  this  work.  It  seems  necessary,  in 
order  that  we  may  carry  on  our  work  so  as  to  make  it  add  most  to 
the  sum  total  ef  results,  that  we  should  understand  the  operations 
of  the  Board,  and  the  relations  our  work  sustains  to  theirs.  A 
brief  statement  of  their  methods  will  enable  us  to  do  this.  The 
fields  are  divided  into  missions.  These  are  composed  of  the  mis- 
sionaries in  the  same  general  region,  who  can  come  together  annu- 
ally to  review  their  work  and  plan  for  its  enlargement.  After  this 
has  been  carefully  done,  they  make  out  their  estimates  for  the  com- 
ing year,  including  salaries  for  the  missionaries  and  their  helpers, 
rents  for  buildings,  and  all  extra  expenses  that  will  have  to  be  met,  to- 
gether with  the  probable  cost  of  any  new  work  proposed.  Such  esti- 
mates are  sent  each  year  to  the  Board  from  all  our  missions,  and  when 
they  are  summed  up  they  are  generally  found  to  be  in  excess  of 
the  current  income  Irom  the  churches. 
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Our  secretaries,  guided  by  their  knowledge  of  the  fields,  the 
work  and  workers,  make  appropriations  for  the  objects  they  deem 
most  important.  Where  all  are  important  and  many  urgent,  this 
is  very  hard  to  do ;  it  is  very  hard  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  so  many 
Macedonian  cries ;  but  how  can  the  helpers  go  without  the  where- 
withal to  send  them  ?  After  the  estimates  have  been  adopted,  no 
outside  work  can  be  taken  up  for  the  year,  unless  the  income  should 
exceed  the  basis  of  calculation  or  special  provision  be  made  for  it. 

The  reasons  for  making  these  estimates,  and  the  necessity  for 
strictly  adhering  to  them,  do  not  seem  to  be  understood  by  many, 
who  chafe  under  their  restrictions  and  are  disposed  to  break  away 
from  their  requirements.  These  reasons  are  found  in  common 
sense  business  principles.  Our  Saviour  Himself  lays  down  the 
foundation  principle  upon  which  they  rest,  in  the  14th  chapter  of 
Luke,  when  He  says,  "  Which  of  you,  intending  to  build  a  tower, 
sitteth  not  down  first  and  counteth  the  cost,  whether  he  have  sufii- 
cient  to  finish  it?  Lest  haply  after  he  hath  laid  the  foundation  and 
is  not  able  to  finish  it,  all  that  behold  it  begin  to  mock  him."  The 
folly  of  such  a  man  would  be  so  apparent  as  to  expose  him  to  universal 
ridicule.  Very  much  more  apparent  would  be  the  folly  of  a  cor- 
porate body  of  men  attempting  to  carry  on  such  a  complicated  and 
wide-spread  work,  even  for  a  single  year,  without  first  estimating 
the  cost  and  bringing  it  within  their  means.  As  it  is  estimated  by 
items,  if  those  contributing  the  money  insist  upon  giving  more  to 
one  school  or  station  than  its  estimate,  the  inevitable  result  will  be 
a  deficiency  somewhere  else.  It  is  just  as  important  to  keep  within 
the  estimates  as  to  make  them. 

When  Christian  women  organized  themselves  as  helpers,  the 
Board  passed  over  to  them  missionaries,  schools,  buildings,  etc.,  to 
a  certain  amount,  which  our  societies  respectively  assumed.  All 
these,  however,  are  included  in  the  original  estimates  and  are  not 
additional  thereto. 

Our  work  in  the  field  being  thus  a  part  of  the  Board's  work  and 
subject  to  their  control,  while  we  raise  the  funds  for  it,  we  have 
specially  to  do  with  the  home  part  of  the  work,  and  here  it  is  that 
we  desire  to  make  plain  the  necessity  f  t  system.  Under  a  pressure 
brought  to  bear,  by  a  kind  of  demand  on  the  part  of  individuals 
that  they  might  have  some  say  about  where  their  money  should  go, 
and  some  report  of  what  it  had  done,  together  with  the  felt  im- 
portance of  bringing  together  more  closely  the  two  parts  of  the 
work  and  the  two  classes  of  workers,  the  special-object  plan  was 
devised  and  adopted  by  those  into  whose  hands  the  work  first  came. 
The  necessary  counterpart  of  special  work  in  the  field  was  special 
support  at  home ;  hence  auxiliaries  were  organized  in  the  churches 
and  the  work  assumed  by  the  parent  society  parcelled  out,  in 
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amounts  larger  and  smaller,  to  suit  the  varied  ability  of  these  aux- 
iliaries. The  more  interesting  and  hopeful  parts  of  the  work  were 
readil}^  assumed,  sundry  accessories  being  left  to  be  otherwise  pro- 
vided for;  some  societies,  however,  preferring  to  pay  their  money 
into  the  general  fund.  The  amounts  thus  contributed  formed  a 
kind  of  table  of  expectation  upon  which  the  estimates  for  the  ensu- 
ing year  were  based,  so  that  if  the  contributors,  anywhere,  whether 
pledged  or  not,  fell  below  their  average  the  work  was  more  or  less 
embarrassed. 

Here  we  have  the  basis  of  our  financial  management.  The 
amounts  pledged  by  societies  and  individuals,  added  to  the  general 
lund  to  bo  expected,  are  calculated  upon  as  constituting  our  r.v 
sources.  Hitherto,  however,  we  have  planned  our  work  from  year 
to  year  upon  a  broader  basis  than  -the  iucome  of  the  previous  year. 
As  we  occupied  more  and  more  of  the  ground,  our  income  in- 
creased, and  we  planned  accordingly.  It  is  not  probable  that  the 
same  ratio  of  increase  can  be  kept  up  through  another  decade. 
The  church  has  been  pretty  thoroughly  canvassed,  and  societies 
organized  in  most  places  where  it  is  practicable.  We  cannot  much 
longer  depend  upon  the  income  from  new  societies  to  supply  de- 
ficiencies, which  makes  it  increasingly  important  that  there  should 
be  strict  fidelity  in  the  matter  of  pledges  and  contributions.  In 
no  other  way  ci\n  our  work  be  kept  up  to  its  present  standard. 

This  special-object  plan  was,  in  the  first  place,  largely  a  conces- 
sion to  the  very  spirit  that  sometimes  seeks  to  break  away  from  its 
restrictions — a  desire  on  the  part  of  individuals  to  control  the  dis- 
position of  their  own  funds.  After  carefully  elaborating  a  system 
that  enables  them  in  a  measure  to  do  this,  it  will  be  absolutely 
necessary  to  adhere  strictly  to  this  system  in  order  to  insure  har- 
mony and  success.  We  must  neither  turn  back  from  what  we  have 
undertaken  nor  turn  away  from  it  to  some  other  enterprise.  There 
is  a  moral  obligation  here  that  should  be  recognized.  Our  contri- 
butions and  the  weight  of  our  influence  have  entered  into  the 
foundations  of  the  work,  and  if  cither  or  both  are  withdrawn  we. 
are  breaking  faith  and  weakening  the  whole.  In  addition  to  this 
there  is  a  condition  of  ultimate  success  that  must  not  be  overlooked, 
expressed  in  the  apostle's  two  words,  "  Patinit  continnance^^' 
and  enforced  by  the  conunand  of  the  I^Iaster,  "  Ilohl  fast'' — not  for 
this  year  only,  or  kill  our  impulses  move  us  in  some  other  direction, 
but 7  rome."  True,  neither  Paul  nor  our  Lord  was  talking 
about  foreign-missionary  work,  but  the  principles  involved  are  of 
universal  a})plication. 

If  we  allow  ourselves  to  yield  to  discouragements,  or  to  pressure 
brought  to  bear  in  some  other  direction,  and  so  keep  diverting  our 
funds  from  one  channel  to  another  and  then  another,  we  shall 
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accomplish  but  little  anywhere,  and  in  all  probability  shall  lose  our 
interest,  by  and  by,  in  all  directions.  Suppose  the  special  work  you 
have  assumed  does  disappoint  you  for  a  time,  the  scholar  you  are  sup- 
porting goes  back  to  his  old  life  of  heathenism,  or  the  missionary  whose 
salary  you  were  helping  to  pay  comes  home  without  having  accom- 
plished much ;  do  not  make  the  ordinary  profit  and  loss  calcula- 
tions, and  conclude  forthwith  to  shift  your  investments  either  to 
another  cause  or  to  another  part  of  the  same  cause.  Keep  on  giv- 
ing and  praying  as  you  began.  Failures  are  found  everywhere,  and 
more  or  less  waste  is  inseparable  from  any  great  enterprise ;  besides, 
what  we  consider  failures  are  not  necessarily  barren  of  good  results- 
Instances  are  sadly  numerous  of  scholars,  after  a  year  or  more  in 
a  mission  school,  going  back  into  heathenism.  But  they  had 
learned  to  speak  the  language  of  Canaan  and  had  heard  the  songs 
of  Zion ;  and  a  passage  of  Scripture  carelessly  repeated  by  them 
may  fall  into  some  waiting  heart,  there  to  be  watered  by  the  Spirit 
and  bring  forth  fruit;  or  some  song  lifrhtly  sung  may  fall  upon  an 
ear  which  the  Spirit  has  opened,  and  in  the  end  a  whole  community 
be  stirred  to  inquire  more  about  these  glad  tidings,  the  vague  re- 
port of  which  has  thus  strangely  reached  them.  God  is  sure  to 
care  for  the  results  of  all  honest  work  for  Him.  Even  our  honest 
hlmuJers  are  overruled  for  His  glory.  We  would  do  well  to  look 
more  closely  to  our  motives,  and  less  closely  to  apparent  results. 

The  early  history  of  missions  is  full  of  proofs  of  the  wisdom  of 
continuing,  even  for  many  years,  in  what  seemed  fruitless  effort. 
Henry  Martyn,  Carey,  Judson,  Morrison,  and  the  Moravian  mis- 
sionaries who  first  went  to  Greenland,  are  examples  of  this.  Coming 
down  to  our  own  day,  the  thousands  who  are  now  worshipping  the 
true  Grod  in  Teloogoo  would  still  be  sitting  in  the  region  and  shadow 
of  death,  if  those  whose  crowns  they  will  one  day  make  resplendent 
had  yielded  to  their  almost  overwhelming  discouragements.  These 
pioneers  and  heroes  of  missions  anchored  their  faith  to  the  declar- 
ation of  the  living  God,  "  I  will  be  exalted  among  the  heathen,'^ 
and  remembered  the  words  of  the  Lord  Jesus  how  he  said,  "  Lo,  I 
am  with  you  alway."  They  also  waited  upon  the  Lord,  and  in  due 
season  the  harvest  came. 

Above  all  else  cultivate  the  grace  of  continuance.  Meet  all  dis- 
couragements and  all  objections  with  the  watchword  of  the  great 
apostle  of  missions — '■'•This  one  thing  I  do  It  is  better  to  do 
one  thing  than  to  attempt  half  a  dozen.  If  our  missionaries 
in  the  field  can  keep  on  with  their  work  in  the  :Eice  of  these 
things,  that  are  so  apt  to  discourage  us ;  if  their  faith  can  rest 
upon  God's  promise  to  give  the  heathen  to  His  Son  for  an  in- 
licritance,  while  they  see  those  for  whom  they  have  so  long  labored 
and  prayed,  and  upon  whom  they  have  built  so  many  hopes,  fall 
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away  from  tlieir  profession  into  open  sin,  or  go  back  to  idolatry; 

surely  we  should  have  faith  enough  to  keep  on  furnishing  the 

means.    This  steady  holding  on  to  an  assumed  work  carries  with  it 

a  mighty  moral  power.    It  gives  stability  aud  permanence  to  the 

work  in  a  church,  and  makes  the  interest  in  it  abidins^. 
...  . 
There  is  an  additional  reason  why  societies  should  as  far  as  pos- 

siole  avoid  changes  and  keep  within  the  estimates,  and  that  is  the 
complications  to  which  these  irregularities  give  rise.  Suppose  one 
of  our  missionaries  in  China  comes  home,  and  pleads  eloquently  for 
the  enlargement  of  his  or  her  school.  You  are  interested,  and 
straightway  conclude  you  would  rather  send  your  funds  there. 
The  matter  is  brought  up  in  your  society,  and  you  decide  that  next 
year  you  will  take  a  scholarship  in  this  school,  and  give  up  the  one 
you  have  in  Persia;  you  have  supported  a  scholar  there  for  two 
years  and  she  has  not  been  converted,  and  the  teacher  never  writes 
to  you  about  her ;  besides  a  friend  has  recently  gone  to  China,  and 
you  feel  more  interest  in  that  country.  But  all  the  estimated 
scholarships  in  this  China  school  are  taken ;  the  Board  thinks  it 
has  its  fiir  proportion  of  funds,  and  surely  they  ought  to  know. 
Yet  you  insist  ujwn  sending  j'our  money  there;  and  if  those  in 
charge  decline  to  do  it,  you  are  disappointed  and  perhaps  dissatisfied, 
and  cannot  see  why  your  money  cannot  go  where  you  would  rather 
send  it.  Now  in  the  light  of  what  has  been  said  about  the  esti- 
mates, and  the  absolute  necessity  for  them,  you  cannot  fail  to  see 
why  this  cannot  be  without  creating  confusion  and  endless  compli- 
cations. As  this  missionary  goes  around  from  place  to  place,  half  a 
dozen  other  societies  may  come  to  the  same  conclusion.  If  the  officers 
of  the  parent  society  consented  to  these  changes,  you  see  at  once  the 
result.  This  one  school  would  have  several  hundred  dollars  more 
than  its  estimated  proportion,  while  in  a  half  dozen  other  places 
there  would  be  corresponding  deficiencies.  And  even  if  the  object 
you  wish  to  take  up  in  exchange  for  the  one  you  have  is  within  the 
estimates,  by  giving  up  one  for  another  you  start  a  scries  of  changes 
that  are  demoralizing  in  themselves,  and  give  those  in  charge  a 
great  deal  of  trouble,  without  gaining  anything  by  it  for  yourselves 
or  the  cause. 

Let  us  give  our  money  more  directly  to  the  Lord,  and  less 
directly  to  this  or  that  specific  object,  for  who  can  tell  whether  this 
or  that  will  prosper?  Let  us  follow  it  with  more  prayer  and  less 
solicitude  about  seeing  the  good  it  does.  Let  us  have  more  faith 
in  the  judgment  of  those  who  make  the  ichole  work  a  careful  study,  * 
and  less  in  our  own,  which  is  necessarily  based  upon  partial  views.  Let 
us  make  sure  that  our  interest  in  the  coming  of  the  Kingdom  is  a 
principle  and  not  a  mere  sentiment. 

]3ut  finally,  some  object  to  a  fixed  system  that  reou'^-cs  rules  and 
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regulations  on  {he  ground  that  it  represses  enthusiasm,  and  requires 
too  much  machinery  in  which  the  spirit  is  lost.  All  the  creation  and 
the  government  of  God  stand  before  us  in  answer  to  this  objection. 
If  there  be  not  well-defined  channels  along  which  our  enthusiasm 
can  run  to  some  purpose,  it  will  be  largely  wasted.  Do  the  trees 
bud  and  blossom  and  bring  forth  fruit  any  less  spontaneously 
because  their  growth  is  subject  to  fixed  laws?  Did  the  morning 
stars  sing  together  any  less  gladly  because  each  one  was  moving  in 
a  fixed  orbit  ?  The  music  of  the  spheres  is  the  harmony  of  a  per- 
fect system,  otherwise  it  would  be  the  crashing  discord  of  wreck 
and  ruin.  The  more  perfectly  systematic  we  are  in  all  our  work  for 
God,  the  more  nearly  are  we  allied  to  Him  in  method,  and  the 
more  entirely  we  are  subject  in  our  work  to  lawfully-constituted 
authority,  the  more  closely  will  we  be  allied  to  our  divine  Master 
in  spirit. 


HOJF  LIVINGSTONE  LOOKED  AT  IT. 

It  was  in  December,  1857,  during  our  undergraduate  days  at 
Cambridge,  that  Dr.  Livingstone  came  to  speak  at  a  great  mission- 
ary meeting  in  the  Cambridge  Senate  House,  summoned  for  the 
purpose  of  inaugurating  the  Universities  Mission.  In  the  course 
of  his  speech  he  said  : 

"  People  talk  of  the  sacrifice  I  have  made  in  spending  so  much 
of  my  life  in  Africa.  Can  that  be  called  a  sacrifice  which  is  simply 
paid  back  as  a  small  part  of  a  great  debt  owing  to  our  God,  which 
we  can  never  repay  ?  Is  that  a  sacrifice  which  brings  its  own  blest 
reward  in  healthful  activity,  the  consciousness  of  doing  good,  peace 
of  mind,  and  a  bright  hope  of  a  glorious  destiny  hereafter  ?  Away 
with  the  word  in  such  a  view  and  with  such  a  thought !  It  is 
emphatically  no  sacrifice.  Say  rather  it  is  a  privilege.  Anxiety, 
sickness,  suffering,  or  danger,  now  and  then,  with  a  foregoing  of  the 
common  conveniences  and  charities  of  this  life,  may  make  us  pause, 
and  cause  the  spirit  to  waver  and  the  soul  to  sink ;  but  let  this  be 
only  for  a  moment.  All  these  are  nothing  when  compared  with 
the  glory  which  shall  hereafter  be  revealed  in  and  for  us.  I  never 
made  a  sacrifice.  Of  this  we  ought  not  to  talk  when  we  remember 
the  great  sacrifice  which  He  made  who  left  His  Father's  throne  on 
high  to  give  Himself  for  us." — lUmtrated  3Iissionary  News. 


China:  Confessing  Christ. — Lin,  a  tailor  in  Hunyang,  bap- 
tized by  the  Wesleyau  missionaries  five  years  ago,  has  pasted  up 
his  quarterly  ticket  outside  his  door,  from  which  any  passer  by 
may  learn  that  he  is  a  member  of  the  church.  His  practice  other- 
wise corresponds  with  this  open  profession. —  U.  P.  Miss.  Record. 
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A  yEAMEn  VIEW. 

I  LONG  for  a  nearer  view  to-day, 

A  nearer  and  clearer  view, 
Of  the  pearly  gates  and  the  jasper  walls, 

And  the  glory  that,  shineth  through. 
This  earthly  house,  and  these  earthly  care? 

Controlling,  absorbing  things. 
Have  fettered  the  body  and  hindered  the  soul, 

That  crieth  aloud  for  wings, 

I  long  to  fly — for  a  while  at  least — 

Afar  from  the  thoughts  of  care  ; 
Those  eagle  talons  that  seize  my  hopes, 

And  follow  me  everywhere. 
Though  I  fain  would  sever  the  veil  that  hides 

Those  beautiful  heights  of  bliss, 
I  fear  that  the  glimpse  of  a  brighter  world 

Would  darken  the  hue  of  this. 

For  oh,  there  are  times  when  the  heart  goes  down; 

And  everything  smells  of  clay  ; 
When  the  soul  has  no  power  to  lift  the  hands. 

No  power  to  think  or  pray. 
But  if,  on  the  forehead,  a  holy  touch 

Anoints  with  the  holy  chrism. 
The  wandering  soul  to  its  place  returns, 

In  the  strength  of  a  new  baptism. 

And  thus,  when  I  weary  of  earthly  things, 

The  forms  and  the  tints  of  flesh, 
I  know  that  my  spirit  is  overcome, 

And  needs  to  be  stayed  afresh. 
Though  close  to  the  shore  the  ship  may  ride, 

And  dream  that  its  rest  is  sure, 
'Twill  drift  away  on  the  ebbing  tide. 

If  the  anchor  be  not  secure. 

I  long  for  a  nearer  view — 0  God ! 

Is  it  sinful  in  me  to  say 
That  I  long  for  a  nearer  view  of  Christ, 

Yes,  a  nearer  view  to-day? 
If  but  from  mine  eyes  the  scales  would  fall, 

That  render  my  sight  so  dim, 
I  know  I  should  walk  with  a  firmer  step. 

For  I  should  be  nearer  Him. 

Thy  daily  work  and  thy  daily  cares 

A  promise  and  hope  afford  ; 
For  the  services  rendered  unto  Him 

Are  rendered  unto  the  Lord. 
Thy  way  to  thy  Father's  house  above, 

To  thy  heavenly  Home,  pursue  ; 
And  at  many  a  station  along  the  road 

He'll  grant  thee  a  nearer  view. — Selected, 


280 


woman's  work  for  woman. 


KOTES  FMOM  HOME  WORKEHS. 

A  "Mother  at  Home"  writes:  "I  have  four  boys  and  one 
Kttle  daughter,  and  being  very  anxious  to  have  them  more  defi- 
nitely interested  in  foreign  missions  I  proposed  to  them  that  we 
have  a  mission  band  of  our  own,  and  set  up  a  mite-box,  into  which 
they  should  drop  their  voluntary  offerings,  the  results  of  little 
sacrifices  and  earnings.  I  have  been  especially  interested  in  the 
Laos  school  and  Miss  Campbell's  work.  Some  time  ago  I  saw 
something  about  establishing  a  boys'  school  among  the  Laos,  and 
promised  the  children  to  find  out  all  I  could  about  it. 

"  I. thought  here  would  be  something  definite  for  my  boys  to  work 
for,  pray  for,  learn  about,  and  talk  about.  I  do  not  suppose  their 
contributions  can  be  large,  but  they  will  be  led  on  to  greater  work 
if  they  get  their  hearts  full  of  the  love  of  it.  I  want  this  to  be 
consecrated  money,  given  out  of  pure  love  for  Jesus  and  heathen 
boys,  no  matter  how  little.  The  youngest  boy  the  other  night 
prayed  for  the  '  boys'  school  they  were  going  to  build  for  the 
young  lady  that  was  drowned,'  and  told  God  that  '  he  wanted  to 
be  a  missionary  too.'  So  I  hope  the  spirit  will  grow  with  their 
growth.  But  my  trouble  is  ignorance.  I  need  a  larger  stock  of 
information  to  keep  these  children  interested — these  restless  boys — 
and  to  fill  up  our  Sunday  afternoons,  always  devoted  to  religious 
reading.    I  want  to  be  thoroughly  posted  myself" 

When  summer  comes  many  think  they  must  discontinue  their 
meetings  until  a  cooler  season ;  but  during  the  long  June  days  some 
found  rich  fruit  ready  for  gathering,  and  new  societies  were  formed 
in  several  places.  If  the  membership  of  all  that  are  organized 
during  the  year  compares  as  well  with  the  number  of  church  mem- 
bers as  in  one  which  Michigan  has  lately  added  to  the  number  of 
auxiliaries,  the  record  for  1882  will  be  better  than  any  in  the  past. 
In  a  church  of  thirty  members,  twenty-eight  miles  from  any  rail- 
road, "  about  thirty  ladies  and  girls  attended  the  first  meeting, 
seven  of  whom  gave  their  names  as  members.  After  the  meeting 
six  little  girls  came  to  me  and  said,  '  Can't  we  have  a  meeting 
too  ?'  I  was  Methodist  enough  to  say  at  once,  '  Praise  the  Lord  !' 
and  assured  these  dear  young  hearts  that  they  too  should  have  the 
privilege  of  working  in  this  good  cause.  Do  you  wonder  that  tears 
of  joy  and  gladness  would  come?  The  people  are  poor,  and  may 
not  be  able  to  do  much  financially,  but  I  know  they  will  receive  a 
rich  spiritual  blessing.  We  feel  like  rejoicing,  and  giving  God 
thanks." 


There  are  in  the  valley  of  Mexico  twenty  "  Churches  of  Jesus," 
composed  of  persons  who  have  renounced  llomanism. 
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THE  FRVIT  OF  THE  SFIBIT. 

"  By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them."  And  the  fruit  of 
righteousness  is  sown  in  peace  of  them  that  make  peace." 

Do  we  often  consider  what  a  fearfully  comprehensive  list  that  is 
which  is  given  by  the  apostle  Paul  in  the  5th  chapter  of  Galatians, 
under  the  classification  "the  works  of  the  flesh" — how  "hatred, 
variance,  emulations,  wrath,  strife,  and  envyings"  are  put  in  the 
same  category  with  idolatry,  lust  in  its  varied  forms,  drunken- 
ness, and  murder?  Do  we  realize  the  solemnity  of  the  positive 
assertion  which  follows  that  they  which  do  such  things  shall  not 
inherit  the  kingdom  of  God^' 1  "  Thou,  therefore,  that  teachest 
another,  teachest  thou  not  thyself?"  Thou  who  art  "  a  guide  of 
the  blind,  a  light  of  them  which  are  in  darkness,  an  instructor  of 
the  foolish,  a  teacher  of  babes,  through  breaking  this  law  dishon- 
orest  thou  God  ?"  -Can  we  expect  God's  blessing  in  teaching  the 
heathen  to  break  off  from  idolatry  and  uucleanness  of  life  while  in 
our  own  hearts  are  envyings,  strife,  and  emulations  ?"  Oh,  for  a 
revival  among  Christians,  among  Christian  ministers,  among  Chris- 
tian missionaries !  If  the  fountain  were  sweetened  at  the  head, 
then  might  we  more  confidently  expect  the  waters  of  salvation  to 
flow  freely  down  with  healing  and  blessing  to  the  nations.  Let  us 
beware  of  bitter  waters,  seasoned  with  variance  and  strife.  Let  us 
plead  earnestly  with  God  for  that  '-wisdom  which  is  from  above, 
which  is  pure,  peaceable,  gentle,  and  easy  to  be  entreated."  Let 
us  make  our  united  and  earnest  petition  that  all  who  are  called  of 
God  to  important  positions,  whether  as  office-bearers  in  home 
societies  or  as  ambassadors  among  the  heathen,  may  show  forth 
with  peculiar  power  the  "  meekness  and  gentleness  of  Christ,"  and 
may  thus  exhibit  in  their  own  lives,  and  recommend  to  others,  "  the 
fruit  of  the  Spirit,"  which  is  "  love,  joy,  peace,  long-suffering,  gen- 
tleness, goodness,  and  meekness."  A  converted  heathen  woman 
says,  the  13th  chapter  of  1st  Corinthians  is  my  stronghold,  and 
I  repeat  it  to  myself  every  day."  Shall  we  not  follow  so  good  an 
example,  and  not  only  lay  it  up  in  our  hearts  but  practice  it  in  our 
lives"  ?  A. 


Dr.  Legm3E,  the  professor  of  Chinese  at  Oxford  University,  says, 
If  the  present  rate  of  conversion  of  the  Chinese  to  Christianity 
continues,  by  the  year  1913  there  will  be  26,000,000  church  mem- 
bers and  100,000,000  professed  Christians  in  the  Chinese  empire.  " 


The  August  number  of  Children's  Work  contains  the  first  part 
of  a  serial  by  !Miss  Julia  A,  jNLathews,  who,  we  are  happy  to  an- 
nounce, has  consented  to  be  a  regular  contributor  to  that  magazine. 
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CUHBENT  LITEJEtATURE  AND  MISSIONS. 

Knoxoledge  is  of  two  hinch.     We  know  a  suhj'cct  ov.rsclves,  or  ve  know  tchere 
ice  can  find  information  upon  it. — i)R.  Samuel  Johnson. 

The  Parsis,  by  Prof.  Monier  Williams  The  Nineteenth  Cen- 
tury^  March,  1881. 

The  Chinese,  Our  Home  Heatlicn,  by  Rev.  Alfred  Taylor. 
Sundai/  3Iaffazinc,  March,  1881. 

Mexico,  an  address  delivered  at  Greneral  Assembly,  by  F  F. 
Ellinwood,  D.D.  General  Asscinhli/  Journal,  May  26,  1881 ;  also 
the  Neiv  York  Evangelist,  June  30,  1881. 

China.  The  present  condition  of  mission  work  in  China,  the 
names  of  missionaries,  and  statistics  of  the  different  societies. 
The  Gospel  in  All  Lands,  May,  1881. 

Recent  Changes  in  Japan,  by  K.  Mitsukuri.  International 
RemeiD,  May,  1881. 

The  Zulu  Kafirs,  by  Elie  Reclus.  International  Review^ 
June,  1881. 

Religious  Fairs  in  India,  by  W.  Knighton,  LL.D.  The 
Nineteenth  Century,  May,  1881. 

Missionary  Boarding-Schools,  by  Miss  H.  M.  Johnson. 
Presbyterian  Journal,  June  9,  1881. 

At  Home  in  Fiji,  a  review  of  Miss  C.  F.  Gordon  Cumming's 
book  of  the  same  title.    A^pleton^s  Journal,  July,  1881. 

The  Religions  of  China,  a  brief  article  in  Sunday  Magazine 
for  July,  1881.  The  same  number  contains  "  Teaching;  the  Little 
Indians ''  and  "  Singing  through  India,"  by  Philip  Phillips. 

Recent  Aspects  of  the  Indian  Problem,  by  Carl  Schurz. 
North  American  Review,  July,  1881. 

Railroads  in  Mexico,  by  F.  E.  Prendergast.  Harper's  Mag- 
azine, July,  1881. 

A  Plea  for  Africa,  by  W.  E.  Blackstone.  A  full  account  of 
missionary  enterprise  in  "  The  Dark  Continent,"  with  a  new  and 
excellent  map.     The  Interior,  June  30,  1881. 

A  Good  Sign  in  India,  by  Rev.  James  L.  Phillips,  M.D.  The 
Sunday- School  Times,  July  2,  1881.     Rev.  A.  B.  Robinson. 


If  any  of  our  readers  want  to  know  what  woman's  medical  work 
for  woman  in  heathen  lands  may  become  in  the  course  of  a  very 
few  years  of  effort,  let  them  read  Mrs.  J.  T.  Gracey's  account  of 
what  our  Methodist  sisters  have  done  in  this  direction  since  1869. 
This  little  book  may  be  had  by  application  (30  cents  a  copy,  post- 
paid) to  the  author,  Rochester,  K.  Y. ;  to  Mrs.  W.  B.  Skidmore, 
9  E.  17th  Street,  New  York;  Mrs.  J.  F.  Keen,  1209  Arch  Street, 
Philadelphia  •  Mrs.  J.  F.  Willing,  147  Throop  Street,  Chicago,  III; 
Mrs.  B.  R.  Cowen,  Delaware,  Ohio. 
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CONSECRATED  SERVICE. 

Nearly  thirty  centuries  ago  King  David  asked  the  assembled 
hosts  of  Israel  this  solemn  question  in  reference  to  the  building  of 
the  temple :  "  Who  then  is  ^villing  to  consecrate  his  service  this 
day  unto  the  Lord?"  (Margin,  who  is  willing  to  fill  his  hand  ?)  In 
response  to  this  earnest  query,  the  people  offered  willingly,  with 
perfect  heart,  for  the  service  of  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

Down  throuirh  the  ages  this  question  comes  with  equal  force  to 
us,  who,  as  God's  spiritual  Israel,  are  seekiug  to  build  a  better  tem- 
ple for  our  God  upon  the  ruins  of  Satan's  kingdom.  Let  us,  then, 
like  His  ancient  people,  willingly,  and  with  perfect  heart,  fill  our 
hands.  We  live  in  "  an  age  that  trembles  with  the  footsteps  of  an 
advancing  God."  On  every  hand  the  gospel  heralds  cry,  "  Prepare 
ye  the  way  of  the  Lord,  make  straight  in  the  desert  a  highway  for 
our  God!"  It  is  less  than  a  century  since  William  Carey,  inspired 
with  love  for  perishing  souls,  started  for  India — the  leader,  appa- 
rently, of  a  forlorn  hope ;  but  his  earnest  exhortation — "  Attempt 
great  thi-ngs  for  God;  expect  great  things  from  God'' — has  been 
wonderfully  answered.  The  hoary  superstitions  of  that  benighted 
land  have  crumbled  beneath  the  blows  of  "  the  stone  cut  out  of  the 
mountain  without  hands the  Rose  of  Sharon  has  taken  firm  root 
in  the  flowery  land,  and  a  deeper  significance  is  given  to  the  title 
of  the  Sunrise  Kingdom  since  the  Sun  of  Righteousness  has  shed 
His  healing  beams  upon  that  interesting  land,  and  in  the  "dark 
continent"  at  least  fifty  thousand  souls  are  "  born  again."  Let  us, 
then,  "  thank  God  and  take  courage"  for  another  decade  of  hand- 
to-hand  conflict  with  the  powers  of  darkness. 

God  seems  to  set  the  hearts  of  Presbyterian  women  aflame  with 
intense  desire  to  bring  the  world  to  Jesus.  This  not  only  necessi- 
tates work  upon  the  outposts,  it  calls  for  ceaseless  vigilance  at  home. 
>S'e(/'-consecration  should  be  our  watchword  at  home,  as  well  as  that 
of  our  sisters  on  the  mission  field.  New  privileges,  new  opportu- 
nities, nxjw  work,  daily  open  to  us,  and  we  can  watch,  and  pray,  and 
give,  while  our  beloved  missionaries  plant  the  seed  and  gather  in 
the  ripening  sheaves.  We  must  be  the  helping  Aarons  and  Hurs 
to  hold  up  their  hands,  which  must  grow  weary  with  unceasing 
labor. 

Let  us  then — to  borrow  the  thought  of  another — "  plant  our 
alpenstock  upon  a  higher  ledge  of  rock."  This  year  let  us  all  seek 
to  reach  some  spiritual  Alp  whence  we  may  get  brighter  visions  of 
the  Beulah-land !  He  is  faithful  who  has  said,  "  If  ye  abide  in 
me,  and  my  word  abide  in  you,  ye  shall  ask  what  ye  will,  and  it 
shall  be  done  unto  you."  J.  L.  H. 

Georgetown,  D.  C. 
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''A  HANDFUL  OF  BICE,'' 

The  Teloogoo  and  Tamil  church  [in  Rangoon,  Burmah]  has 
been  much  blessed  since  it  has  had  a  pastor.  He  is  a  man  thor- 
oughly consecrated  to  his  work,  and  wise  in  devising  ways  of  build- 
ing up  the  converts,  as  well  as  in  persuading  the  heathen  to  examine 
the  claims  of  the  gospel.  The  church  of  eighty-four  members,  of 
whom  thirty  are  men,  have  raised  during  the  past  year  five  hundred 
and  seventy  rupees.  They  aim,  so  far  as  possible,  to  support  their 
pastor,  their  poor,  the  expenses  of  public  worship,  etc.  .  .  . 

You  may  be  interested  to  know  how  so  small  and  poor  a  church 
can  give  so  much.  I  was  inquiring  of  the  pastor  the  other  day. 
He  says  they  aim  at  system  in  collecting.  The  male  members  tax 
themselves  at  the  rate  of  three  pice  on  every  rupee  they  receive. 
One  poor  old  leper,  who  is  past  labor,  and  is  pensioned  by  his 
former  mistress,  receives  five  rupees  a  month.  From  this  he  cheer- 
fully gives  three  annas  and  a  third  monthly,  which  amounts  to  two 
and  a  half  rupees  yearly.  The  pastor  said  some  time  ago  his  wife 
was  mourning  that  she  had  nothing  to  give ;  and  he  told  her  to  lay 
by  one  handful  of  rice  for  the  Lord  every  time  she  cooked  for  the 
family,  and  at  the  end  of  the  month  begin  to  use  this  rice,  and  put 
the  bazaar  price  of  it  into  the  church-box.  They  cook  rice  twice 
a  day;  and,  when  rice  is  five  rupees  a  bushel,  her  two  handfuls 
daily  brought  several  annas  at  the  end  of  the  month.  Some  other 
sisters  in  the  church  are  following  her  example. 

I  think  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  any  Christians  in  America 
poorer  than  the  greater  number  of  these ;  but,  having  a  heart  to 
give,  they  find  the  way.  Seeing  these  things  here,  we  can  scarcely 
conceive  how  it  is  that,  in  our  highly  prosperous  native  country, 
one  or  two  cents  a  week  from  every  Christian  is  so  difficult  to 
obtain. — Heljyinrj  Hand. 


Every  impulse  and  stroke  of  missionary  power  on  earth  is 
from  the  heart  of  Christ.  He  sows,  and  there  is  a  harvest.  He 
touches  nations,  and  there  arises  a  brotherhood,  not  only  civilized 
by  His  light,  but  sanctified  by  His  love.  The  isles  of  the  ocean 
wait  for  Him.  He  spreads  His  net  and  gathers  of  every  kind,  and 
lo !  the  burden  of  the  sea  is  not  only  fishes,  but  fishermen  who  go 
and  gather  and  come  again.  What  follows,  then,  but  that  the 
criterion  of  all  missionary  power  and  success,  in  any  branch  of  the 
Church,  is  its  conscious  nearness  and  likeness  to  Him  ?  If  there 
are  activity,  free  giving,  ready  going,  a  full  treasury,  able  men  who 
say,  ^  Here  am  I,  send  me,'  it  is  because  through  all  the  organiza- 
tion Christ  lives  and  His  personal  Spirit  works.  There  is  no  other 
possible  spring  for  that  enthusiasm/' — Bhhojp  Huntington. 
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The  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  Philadelphia,  has  in 
course  of  preparation  a  book  that  shall  contain  hymns  and  exercises 
for  use  of  the  bands  under  its  care.  If  those  interested  in  Chil- 
dren's Work  have  any  material  suitable  for  this  purpose,  it  will  be 
gratefully  received  by  those  having  the  work  in  charge ;  but  the 
committee  must  reserve  the  right  to  use  or  reject  any  material  sent. 
Address  Mrs.  D.  R.  Posey,  Band  Secretary, 

1334  Chestnut  Street,  Phila. 


The  notice  of  maps  in  the  July  Woman's  Work  seems  to  have 
been  misunderstood  by  some  of  our  readers.  There  is  but  one  set 
of  these  maps,  owned  by  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society, 
and  hired  to  auxiliaries  and  bands.    The  maps  are  not  for  sale. 


NEW  AUXILIARIES. 

AUXILIARIES. 

Xew  Castle  Pres.,  Del.,  Bridgeville.       |  Xew  Castle  Pres.,  Del.,  Harrington. 

KANDS. 

Camden,  X.  J.,  2tl  Cli.,  Y.  P.  B.  and    Orange,  X.  J.,  Brick  Ch.,  Heart  and 

Callahan  Band.  Hand. 
Daretown,  N.  J.,  Y.  P.  B.  Pcranton,  Pa.,  Lilies  of  the  Field. 

Dayton,  0.,  l!=tCh.,  Cheerfunv'orkcrs.  j  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Old  Pine  St.  Ch., 
Georgetown,  Del.,  Y.  P.  B.  I     May  Blossoms. 

Middlctown,  Del.,  Y.  P.  B.  \  Troy,  0.,  Y.  P.  Miss.  .Society. 


Blake,  Miss  Eliza 
Chase,  Mrs.  Alice  W. 
Chase,  Mrs.  F.  D.  15. 
Dunklc,  Mrs.  Mary  C. 
Griffith,  Mrs.  S. 
Haulcnbeck,  Miss 
Jeffries,  Mrs.  Kachel 
Kuhn,  Mrs.  David 


NEW  LIFE  MEMBERS. 

Miner,  Mrs.  H. 
Moore,  Mrr-.  C.  C. 
Morris,  Miss  Mary  Hollingsworth 
Orr,  Mis.s  Minnie  M. 
Parsons,  ]Mrs.  C.  H. 
Peck,  Mrs.  C. 
I  Trainer,  Miss  Sarah  R. 
Van  Wagcnen,  Mrs.  Frederick  W. 


Receipts  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society 
of  the  Ereshyterian  Church ,  from  June  1,  1881. 

[PRESBYTEUIES  IN  SMALL  CAPITALS.] 


Athens. — Barlow  Aux.,  .  $8  3G 
B  L  A  I  R  s  V  I  L  L  K . —  Armagh, 
Miss'y  China,  $20  Beulah, 
Miss'y  Kolapoor,  $50  ;  Der- 
ry,  sch.  bid'g  Mexico,  $5 ; 
Irwin  Aux.,  $2.3;  X.  Alex- 
andria, Olive  Branch  Bd., 
sch.  l>ld'g  Mexico,  .S35 ; 
Plum  Creek  Aux.,  $29,  Lit- 
tle Helpers,  $1  07  ($30  07),    165  07 


Bltler. — Amity  Aux.,  $5, 
circular  money,  $20,  . 

Carlisle. — Gettysburg,  Miss 
McPherson,  Miss'y  Wood- 
stock, .... 

Clarion. — Licking  Aux.  ($40 
from  missionary  quilt),  sch. 
bld'g  Mexico, 

CLEVKLANn. — Rockport,  Mrs. 
Regina  Jahn,  $200;  Solon, 


$25  00 


30  00 


50  00 
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Y.  p.  Br.,  sch'p  Sao  Paulo, 
$3  78,        ....  $20.3  78 
KiTTAXXiNG. — Appleby  Ma- 
nor Aux.,  .       .       .       .     20  00 

Lackawanna. — Great  Bend, 

Mrs.  F.  D.  B.  Chase,  thank- 
off.,  sch.  bld'g  Mexico,  $50  ; 

Scranton,    Lilies    of  the 

Field,  same,  $10 ;  Wyoming, 

Bd.,  workXezPcrees,$3  85,  63  85 
Lehigh. — Mauch  Chunk  S.  S.,  50  88 
Mahoning.  —  North  Jackson 

Aux.,  $24;  Warren  Aux., 

$28,  all  sch.  bld'g  Mexico,  52  00 
MoNMOUT  H.  —  Mt.  Holly, 

Ladies,  sch.  bld'g  Mexico,  20  00 
Morris  &  Orange. — Orange 

1st   Aux.,    Miss'y  China, 

§145  88;  2d,  Infant  Sch., 

sch'p  Tungchow,  $20,  .  165  88 
Newton. — Belvidere  1st  Aux., 

zenana  visitor  Lahore,  $40  ; 

Stewartsvillc  Aux.,  sch.  Sa- 

haranpur,  $12  52,  .  .  52  52 
Philadelphia. — 1st   Ch.,  a 

little  hoy,  $5;  South  Ch., 

Cheerful  Givers,  sch'p  Deli- 

ra,  $25  ;  Westminster  Aux., 

sch.  Syria,  $30,  .  .  .  60  00 
Philadelphia    Central.  — 

Columbia  Ave.  Ch.,  Y.  L. 

Soc,  sch.  Nankin,  $181  20, 

Little  Gardeners,  same,  $15 

($196  20);  Cohocksink  Ch., 

a  membei-,  $5;  North  Ch. 

Aux.,  sch.  bld'g  Mex.,  $20,  221  20 
Philadelphia  North. — Ger- 

mantown,  2d  Ch.,  a  lady, 

for  building  funds,  .  .  20  00 
Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny 

Cosr. — Lawrenceville  Aux., 

Mi.ss'y  Futtehgurh,  .  .  100  00 
Rochester. — Tuscarora  Aux., 

sch,  bld'g  Mexico,  .  .  9  00 
Shen  ANGO.— Clarksville  Aux., 

sch.  Lahore,  .  .  .  55  00 
Steibenville.  —  Richmond, 

Mariam    Bd.,    sch.  bld'g 

Mexico,  .  .  .  .  9  32 
Washington.  —  Washington, 

1st,  June  Rose  Buds,  Med. 

Miss.  Fund,  .  .  .  46  00 
Washington   City. — Hyatts- 

ville,  $25  ;  Eastern  Ch.,  $4  ; 

15th  St.  Ch.,  $4;  Metropol- 

The  Morning  Star  Band,  Oswegatch 
school  at  Dehra,  valued  at  $30. 

Mrs.  Julia 

July  1,  1881. 


itan  Aux.,  $12  50,  Mateer 
Bd.,  sch.  bld'g  Mexico,  $20 
($32  50);  North  Ch.,  $6  25; 
Western,  $20;  Pres.  Soc, 
$1  95,  Miss'y  India,  .       .  $116  35 

Westminster  . —  Monegan 

Aux.,         .       .       .       .       7  80 

Zanesville.  —  Mt.  Vernon, 
Mrs.  Ellen  Adams,  sch. 
bld'g  Mexico,  $2000  ;  Zanes- 
ville 1st  Aux.,  $15  35  ;  Put- 
nam Aux.,  $12;  2dY.  L.B., 
sch'p  Mynpurie,  $20,         .  2057  35 

Miscellaneous. — Allegheny, 
Pa.,  Mrs.  A.  F.  Brooks,  in 
mem.  of  a  daughter,  Med. 
Miss.  Fund,  $100 ;  A  friend, 
sch.  bld'g  Mexico,  $7  50  : 
Asheville,  N.  C,  C.B.,$50; 
Bcllevernon,  Pa.,  Miss  F. 
C.  Elliott,  sch.  bld'g  Mex- 
ico, $5 ;  Burlington,  Iowa, 
Mrs.  L.  H.  Bascom,  $5  • 
Chambersburg,  Pa.,  Mrs. 
C,  contents  of  mite  box, 
$1  50  ;  Cranford,  N.  J.,  C, 
$2  ;  Dayton,  0.,  Miss  Lizzie 
W.  Hughes,  Med.  Miss. 
Fund,  $100 ;  Killbourne, 
0.,  Mrs.  M.  H.  Knapp, 
40  cts. ;  Mt.  Freedom,  N. 
J.,  Mrs.  H.  N.  Halloway, 
40  cts. ;  New  Orleans,  La., 
Mrs.  J.  M.  Norman,  $5; 
Philadelphia,  Isabel  W. 
Whiteley,  sch.  bld'g  Mex- 
ico, $2;  Mrs.  Jane  Page, 
same,  $10;  Portland,  Or- 
egon, Miss  Ellen  Strong, 
$10;  Tioga,  Pa.,  Mrs.  M. 
Baldwin,  sch.  bld'g  Mex- 
ico, $5;  Troy,  N.  Y.,  a 
friend,  thank-off.,  $1 ;  West 
Newton,  Pa.,  Mamie  0. 
Markle,  70  cts. ;  Woodbury, 
Conn.,  Mrs.  A.  W.  Colver, 
$1 ;  Collected  by  Miss  Lor- 
ing  in  sundry  churches, 
0168  84;  Sale  of  leaflets, 
etc.,  $27  78,       .       .       .    503  12 


Total  for  June,  1881,  .  .  $4145  99 
Previously  acknowledged,   .    2830  73 


Total  since  May  1,  1881,  .  $6976  72 
e  1st  Ch.,  N.  Y.,  has  sent  a  box  to  the 

Fishburn,  Treasure)-, 
1334  Chestnut  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


WOMAN  S  WORK  FOR  AVOMAN. 
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PASSAGES  OF  SCRIFTURE 

TO    BE    READ  AT  THE    MONTHLY  MEETINGS  IX  AUGUST. 

James  i.  5-27.     Golden  Text  for  the  Month — Prov.  xxiv.  11,  12. 


Caldwell,  Ivans. 
Port  Austin,  Mich, 


NEW  AUXILIARIES, 

iRockwoo'l,  111. 
Walnut  Hill,  111. 


NEW  LIFE  MEMBERS. 
Mrs.  Emily  II.  Doolittle.  |  3Irs.  Charlotte  M.  Lewis. 

Mrs.  Angle  Eagleson.  | 


HONORART  3IEMBER. 

Mrs.  Louise  Reutlkiger,  Benita,  West  Africa. 


Receijtts  of  the  Woman's  Rreshyterian  Board  of  Mis- 
sions for  the  Northwest,  to  June  20,  1S81, 

[PRESBYTEEIKS  IN  SMALL  CAPITALS.] 


Bloomixgtox. —  Bloomington, 
Mrs.  Maggie  Ator,  $4  ;  Miss 
Melinda  Kankin,  special, 
work  with  Mr.  Thomson, 
Monterey,  $113, .       .       .  $117  00 

Chicago. — Chicago  2d,  Mrs. 
Van  Hook's  sch.,  $16  45; 
B.  B.  Ambala,  $1 ;  II.  M., 
S2;  3d,  S.  S.,  Laos  boys' 
sch.  bld'g,  $41  40;  4th, 
S45  75;  Dec.  off.,  $1;  Y. 
L.  M.  S.,  $4  25 ;  Howe  St. 
Miss.  Bible  class,  45  cts. ; 
Campbell  Park  Ch.,  Mrs. 
S.  and  S.  S.  class,  $2  17 ; 
Lake  Forest,  Y.  P.  M.  S., 
$10  05;  Riverside,  $12,     .    136  52 

Colorado. — Longmont,  Colo., 
S.  S.,  girls'  sch.  Mexico 
City,  special,      .       .       .        G  00 

Council  Bluffs.  —  Fairview 

Ch.,    .       .       .       .       .       4  00 

Dayton.— Oxford,W.  F.  Scm., 
Susie  W.  P.'s  thank-off.  on 
her  17th  birthday,  for  the 
"Mary  Campbell  Laos  Boys' 
School,"     .       .       .       .       3  OU 

Detroit. — Dearborn,  S.  S.  M. 
S.,  $7  75  ;  Detroit,  Fort  St. 
Ch.,  Y.  L.  S.,  special,  Miss 
Bassett,  S80  ;  Milford,  Sun- 
beams, Persian  schs.,  $10 ; 


Mt.  Clemens,  S.  S.,  Laos 

boys'  sch.,  $13  50,     .       .  $111  25 

Fort  Wayne. — Fort  Wayne, 

2d  Ch.,  Dec.  off.,        .       .       1  50 

Huron.— Melmore,  $18;  Bd., 

$3  44,        ....      21  44 

Logansport. — Michigan  Citv, 

S.  S.,  Laos  boys'  sch.,        .      17  73 

Bock  River.— Alcdo,  .       .      10  00 

Saginaav. — Flint,  S.  S.,  Ain 

Zehalta  sch.  bld'g,  special,      IS  00 

Schuyler. — Macomb,   .       .      15  25 

St.  Paul.  —  Minneapolis, 
Westminster  Ch.,  $37  50; 
St.  Paul,  House  of  Hope 
Ch.,  $18  75;  Hope  Bd., 
Laos  sch'p,  $5 ;  Faith  and 
Works  Bd.,  $18  70,    .       .      79  95 

Waterloo.  —  Cedar  Valley 

Ch.,  Washburn,  Dec.  off.,  .       7  40 

Miscellaneous. — Societies  — 
Frankfort,  Ind.,  $1,  Lima, 
0.,  SI,  Onarga,  111.,  $1, 
Waukegan,  111.,  $1,  Ypsi- 
lanti,  $1  ($5),  for  })ublish- 
ing  Report;  Woodbury, 
Conn.,  Mrs.  Colvcr,  $1; 
Wisconsin,  "A  pledge  of 
sympathy  and  prayer  for 
the  Laos  boys'  school,"  $1 ; 
Sale  of  old  coin,  60  cts. ; 
Gift   from  Wm.  C.  Gray, 
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woman's  avork  for  woman. 


Interior,  sent  to  mission- 
aries, $62  50,     .       .       .    $70  00 


To  May  20, 


619  04 


Bloomtngton.  —  Champaign, 
thank-oti'.,  $17  23  ;  sch'p  in 
Brazil,  $29  90,  .       .       .    $47  13 

Cairo.— Carmi,  $29  75;  for 
Eddie  Warren,  $2;  Du- 
quoin,  yoi;ng  ladies,  sal. 
Miss  Calhoun,  $5  ;  S.  S.,  $5,      41  75 

Chicago. — Chicago,  1st,  sal. 
Mrs.  Jessup,  $54;  2d,  Ta- 
briz sch.,  $44  70;  B.  R. 
Ambala,  $26  ;  4th,  Mothers' 
Mite  Soc,  $0  06;  8th,  An 
Armor  Bearer,  by  enter- 
tainments, $14;  Evanston, 
$50  33;  Hyde  Park,  sch'p 
Bangkok,  $20;  Lake  For- 
est, $23;  Mrs.  J.  V.  Far- 
well,  $100 ;  Steady  Streams, 
$5;  for  the  Mary  Campbell 
mem.  bld'g,  $13  30,   .       .    355  39 

Colorado.  —  Longmont,  in- 
fant class,  Laos  boys'  sch.,       3  00 

Des  Moines.  —  Des  Moines, 
sal.  Miss  M.  Cochran, 
$37  60;  Knoxville,  same, 
$34,  71  50 

Dubuque.  —  Independence, 
sal.  Miss  Pratt,  $11;  Mt. 
Hope  Ch.,  sal.  Miss  Coch- 
ran, $8,      .       .       .       .19  00 

Fort  Dodge. — Cherokee,  L. 
B.  Pingrey,  $3;  Willing 
Workers,  Laos  sch'p,  $18  7 5,      21  75 

Fort  Way.ve.— Elkhart,  $26; 

Miss.  Bd.,  $17  25,      .       .      43  25 

Huron.  —  Fostoria,  Doolittle 

Bd.,  7  00 

Kalamazoo.  —  Burr  Oak, 
$2  44;  Constantine,  nat. 
tea.  Mynpurie,  $12  50; 
Kalamazoo,  1st,  $44;  Rich- 
land, $5  87  ;  Sturgis,  $6  85 ; 
Three  Rivers,  pupil  Kol- 
apoor,  $12  25,    .       .       .      83  91 

Mankato. — Lake  Crystal,  Bd. 

of  Hope,    .       .       .       .       7  00 

Maumee.  —  Bowling  Green, 
Willing  Workers,  $5  ;  Per- 
rysburg,  Walnut  St.  Ch., 
Faithful  Workers,  $5;  1st, 


Mission  Gleaners,  $1;  To- 
ledo, Westminster  Ch., 
Children's  Soc,  $5;  Ton- 
togony,  S.  S.  M.  B.,  $2,     .    $18  00 

Peoria. — Green  Yallcy,  Rural 

Gleaners,  Laos  sch'p,         .       7  00 

Schuyler. — Monmouth,  Lit- 
tle Leaven  Bd.,  .       .       .      37  33 

South  Oregon. — Eugene  City, 

$12  80  ;  Laos  boys'  sch.,  $5,      17  80 

St.  Paul.— St.  Paul,  Central 

Ch.,  Robert  P.  Lewis,        .     25  00 

Whitewater.  —  Camljridge 
City,  $2  50.  Greensburg, 
$84  55,  Sardinia,  $20,  Shel- 
byville,  $12  50,  Rushville, 
$14,  all  sal.  Miss  Tiffany; 
sch'p  Dehra,  $20  ;  Ebenezer 
Ch.,  $3;  Kingston,  $10  90; 
Richmond,  Syrian  sch.,  $25,    192  45 

Winona.— Wycoff, .       .       .       7  00 

Wisconsin  River. — Portage, 
§10  ;  Prairie  du  Sac,  Cheer- 
ful Workers,  Laos  sch'p, 
$25,   35  00 

Miscellaneous.  —  Bal.  from 
Annual  Meeting,  $295  08; 
M.  M.,  $5;  By  Interior 
subs.,  Greensburg,  Ind.,  $1 ; 
Lowell,  Ind.,  $1  (for  Laos 
sch.  bld'g) ;  Mishawaka, 
Ind.,  $1:  Alton,  111.,  $1; 
Rock  Island,  111.,  Broad- 
way Ch.,  $1 ;  Gallon,  0., 
$1 ;  Muscatine,  Iowa,  $1 ; 
Creston,  Neb.,$l:  Winfield, 
Kans.,  SI  ($9)  ;  Societies— 
Ypsilanti,  Mich.,  $2,  Sag- 
inaw, ]\Iich.,  $1,  Lafayette, 
Ind.,  $1 ;  Kcndallville,  Ind., 
$1;  Mendota,  111.,  $1;  Pe- 
oria, 111.,  1st,  $1  10;  Mrs. 
Reynolds,  $7  50;  Bement, 
111.,  $1 ;  Princeton,  111.,  $1 ; 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  1st, 
$1 ;  Marseilles,  0.,  $1 ;  Min- 
neapolis, Minn.,  Andrew 
Ch.,  $1,  Omaha,  Neb.,  $1  50, 
Miscel,  $3  56,  for  publish- 
ing Annual  Report  ($24  66),    333  74 


Total  for  month,  .  .  .$1374  00 
Previously  acknowledged,     .    619  04 


From  April  to  June  20,  . 


.$1993  40 


The  sum  credited  to  Hopewell  in  June  number  should  have  been  Franklin. 
Chicago,  III.,  June  20,  1881. 


Mrs.  Jesse  Whitehead,  Treasurer^ 
223  Michigan  Avenue. 


